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Crime Down in California
The number of crimes reported for the first six months of 2009 declined in every  

offense category when compared to the same period in 2008.

Violent and Property Crimes, January through June 2009 
Preliminary crime statistics show that violent crimes reported for the first six months of 2009 
decreased 6.2 percent from the same period in 2008 (down from 62,670 to 58,810).  Property crimes 
decreased 10.7 percent (down 205,350 to 183,415). The violent crime categories include the offenses 
of homicide, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.  The property crime categories include 
burglary, motor vehicle theft, and larceny-theft over $400.  (For crime category definitions see Crime in 
California at http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs.php.)

• Homicide – The number of homicides 
decreased 18.2 percent from 841 to 688.  
Twenty-eight agencies reported increases 
while the remaining 57 agencies stayed the 
same or decreased.  This resulted in a net 
decrease of 153 homicides.  

• Forcible Rape – The number of forcible rapes 
decreased 0.6 percent from 2,781 to 2,763.  
Forty-one agencies reported increases while 
the remaining 44 agencies stayed the same or 
decreased.  This resulted in a net decrease of 
18 forcible rapes.  

• Robbery – The number of robberies 
decreased 8.5 percent from 24,636 to 22,538.  
Fifty-three agencies stayed the same or 
decreased while the remaining 32 agencies 
reported increases.  This resulted in a net 
decrease of 2,098 robberies.

• Aggravated Assault – The number of 
aggravated assaults decreased 4.6 percent 
from 34,412 to 32,821.  Forty-nine agencies 
stayed the same or decreased while the 
remaining 36 agencies reported an increase.  
This resulted in a net decrease of 1,591 
aggravated assaults.  

• Burglary – The number of burglaries 
decreased 2.8 percent from 70,612 to 68,667.  
Forty-five agencies stayed the same or 
decreased while the remaining 40 agencies 
reported an increase.  This resulted in a net 
decrease of 1,945 burglaries.

• Motor Vehicle Theft – The number of motor 
vehicle thefts decreased 17.9 percent from 
64,294 to 52,784.  Seventy-two agencies 
stayed the same or decreased, while the 
remaining 13 agencies reported an increase.  



 This resulted in a net decrease of 11,510 
motor vehicle thefts.

• Larceny–theft over $400 – The number of 
larceny-thefts over $400 decreased 12 percent 
from 70,444 to 61,964.  Nineteen agencies 
reported increases while the remaining 66 
agencies stayed the same or decreased.  This 
resulted in a net decrease of 8,480 larceny-
thefts over $400.   

Preliminary Crime Data
This report compares California preliminary 
crime counts for January through June 2009 
with final counts for the same period in 2008.  
Statistics were extracted for 87 agencies 
serving populations of 100,000 or more. Those 
87 jurisdictions account for approximately 64 
percent of the crimes reported in the state 

annually and provide an early indication of the 
crime picture for the current year.  Two agencies 
were unable to provide a complete six months 
of data.  To maintain comparability of the 2009 
data with the 2008 data, the available statistics 
for these two agencies are provided but not 
included in the analysis of the data.

The law enforcement jurisdictions are grouped 
into three categories: police departments that 
provide law enforcement services to cities, 
sheriff’s departments that provide services to 
unincorporated areas, and contract cities that 
contract for service rather than maintain their 
own police force.

The 2009 crime data used in this report are 
preliminary and subject to change.  
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Law enforcement jurisdictions are grouped into 
three categories:

 z Police departments – provide law 
enforcement services to cities.

 z Sheriff’s departments – provide law 
enforcement services to unincorporated areas1 
within    counties.

 z Contract cities – cities that contract for law 
enforcement services, usually with a sheriff’s  
   department, rather than maintain 
their own police force.

The 2009 crime data used in this report are 
preliminary and are subject to change.  Crime 
rates are not used in this report, but are included 
in the annual Crime in California publication.  In 
addition, the California Department of Justice 
submits this preliminary data to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Uniform Crime Reporting Program 
for inclusion into their preliminary semiannual 
and/or annual uniform crime reports.
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