
DEALER RECORD OF SALE TRANSACTIONS 

The following chart shows the total number of transactions processed by DOJ between 1972 and 2016. 

 

NOTES 
 

1972-1990: 
 

Figures represent handguns only; legislation requiring eligibility check on long gun 

purchasers and expanded prohibiting categories effective 

January 1, 1991. 

 

1972-1974: 
 

DOJ was required to notify dealers and law enforcement of prohibited firearm 

purchasers, but was unable to stop delivery because the waiting period was limited to 

5 days. 

 

1975-1997: 
 

15-day waiting period in place. 

 

1997-present: 
 

10-day waiting period in place. 

 

2000: 
 

Limit handgun purchases to 1 in a 30-day period. 
 

2014: 
 

DOJ retains long gun information. 
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DEALER RECORD OF SALE 

(Calendar Year Statistics) 

Handgun 

Year Handguns Denials 

1972 190,335 

1973 192,108 

1974 234,691 

1975 231,916 

1976 204,658 

1977 225,412 

1978 258,485 

1979 268,447 

1980 325,041 

1981 371,160 

1982 311,870 1,008 

1983 268,462 1,148 

1984 275,882 1,349 

1985 293,624 1,413 

1986 266,480 1,515 

1987 273,628 1,702 

1988 291,171 1,803 

1989 333,069 1,793 

1990 330,295 2,437 

Long 

Handgun Long gun Total 

Year Handgun Denials guns Denials All Guns Denials 

1991 329,133 3,934 160,300 1,925 489,433 5,859 

1992 382,122 4,037 177,486 1,726 559,608 5,763 

1993 433,822 4,605 208,375 1,904 642,197 6,509 

1994 382,085 3,862 217,587 2,564 599,672 6,426 

1995 254,626 2,534 157,042 1,672 411,668 4,206 

1996 215,804 2,111 138,068 1,531 353,872 3,642 

1997 204,409 1,839 150,727 1,615 355,136 3,454 

1998 189,481 1,721 153,059 1,596 342,540 3,317 

1999 244,569 2,233 268,849 2,546 513,418 4,779 

2000 201,865 1,572 184,345 1,903 386,210 3,475 

2001 155,203 1,449 198,519 2,158 353,722 3,607 

2002 169,469 1,661 182,956 2,172 352,425 3,833 

2003 126,233 1,254 164,143 1,774 290,376 3,028 

2004 145,335 1,497 169,730 1,828 315,065 3,325 

2005 160,990 1,592 183,857 1,878 344,847 3,470 

2006 169,629 2,045 205,944 1,689 375,573 3,734 

2007 180,190 2,373 190,438 1,926 370,628 4,299 

2008 208,312 2,737 216,932 2,201 425,244 4,938 

2009 228,368 2,916 255,504 2,221   483,872 5,137 

2010 236,086 2,740 262,859 2,286 498,945 5,026 

2011 293,429 3,094 307,814 2,767 601,243 5,805* 

2012 388,006 3,842 429,732 3,682 817,738 7,524 

2013 422,030 3,813 538,149 3,680 960,179 7493 

2014 512,174 4,272 418,863 4,297 931,037 8,569 

2015 483,372 5,417 697,231 4,252 880,603 9,669 

2016 572,644 6,172 758,678 6,149 1,331,322      12,321  

*The Handgun and Long Gun Dealer Record of Sale Denials counts do not equal because the same subject may have 

been denied for both a handgun and long gun purchased at the same time. 
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