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Text of Emergency Regulations  
Title 11, Division 5 

 

Chapter 9. Firearm Safety Certificate Program and Safe Handling Demonstrations 

 

Article 1. DOJ Certified Instructors 

 

§4250. DOJ Certified Instructor Qualifications and Application Information 

 

(a) Department of Justice (“the Department” or DOJ) Certified Instructor applicants must 

have a valid Certificate of Eligibility (COE) issued pursuant to Penal Code section 26710. 

Initial applicants must also submit a copy of their training certification from one of the 

following: 

 

(1) Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California-Firearm Training Instructor. 

 

(2) Director of Civilian Marksmanship, Instructor or Rangemaster. 

 

(3) Federal Government, Certified Rangemaster or Firearm Instructor. 

 

(4) Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, Firearm Instructor Training Program or 

Rangemaster. 

 

(5) United States Military, Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) as marksmanship or 

firearms instructor. Assignment as Range Officer or Safety Officer is not sufficient. 

 

(6) National Rifle Association-Certified Instructor, Law Enforcement Instructor, 

Rangemaster, or Training Counselor. 

 

(7) Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST), State of California-

Firearm Instructor or Rangemaster. 

 

(8) Authorization from a State of California accredited school to teach a firearm training 

course. 

 

(9) Training deemed similar or equivalent by the Department pursuant to section 4259 of 

these regulations. 

 

(b) Initial and renewal applications must be submitted on a DOJ Certified Instructor 

Application, BOF 037 (Rev. 01/2015), which is incorporated by reference. 

 

(c) A DOJ Certified Instructor’s certification is valid for five years provided he or she 

maintains a valid COE. To remain valid, a COE must be renewed annually.  

 
Note:     Authority cited: Sections 26710, and 31635, Penal Code. 

               Reference: Sections 26710, 29800, 29805, 29810, 29815, 29820, and 29825, Penal Code; Sections 8100 

and 8103, Welfare and Institutions Code; 18 U.S.C. § 922(d) and (g); and Title 27, Part 478.32, Code of 

Federal Regulations. 
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§4251. Firearms Certification System “Conditions of Use” and User Accounts  

 

(a) To establish a user account for access to the Firearms Certification System, DOJ Certified 

Instructors must agree to the following “Conditions of Use:”  

 

(1) NON-LIABILITY 

 

The Department is not responsible for and will have no liability for hardware, 

software, information, or other items or any services provided by any persons other 

than the Department. In no event shall either party be liable to the other or any third 

party, under any theory of liability, including, but not limited to, any contract or tort 

claim for any cause whatsoever, for any indirect, incidental, special or consequential 

damages, including loss of revenue or profits, even if aware of the possibility thereof. 

 

(2) AUTHORIZATION 

 

I am a DOJ Certified Instructor and am authorized to use the Firearms Certification 

System for participation in the Firearm Safety Certificate (FSC) program.  

 

It is my responsibility, as a DOJ Certified Instructor, to protect the confidentiality of 

the password I select to access the Firearms Certification System. If I become aware 

of an unauthorized person obtaining access to the Firearms Certification System, I 

will notify the Customer Support Center immediately at (916) 227-3750 or via email 

at boffscprogram@doj.ca.gov. Notwithstanding such notification, the Department 

shall not be liable for transaction charges fraudulently incurred. It will be the 

cardholder’s responsibility to pay any charges.  

 

(3) FEES 

 

The FSC fee is fifteen dollars ($15) per issuance for new FSCs and five dollars ($5) 

for replacement FSCs. Multiple FSCs can be paid for in a single transaction. The 

Department will not provide refunds after issuance of an FSC. 

 

(4) TRUE AND ACCURATE INFORMATION 

 

All of the information I submit to the Department through the Firearms Certification 

System shall be true, accurate, and complete to the best of my knowledge. 

 

(b) The following information is required to establish a user account for access to the 

Firearms Certification System: 

 

(1) Complete name of DOJ Certified Instructor. 

 

(2) COE number. 

 

(3) DOJ Certified Instructor number. 

mailto:boffscprogram@doj.ca.gov
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(4) User Name (assigned by DOJ). 

 

(5) Email address. 

 

(6) Answers to three identity verification questions (selected from a choice of ten). 

 

(7) User selected password. 

 

(c) The acquisition and maintenance of the device and software used to access the internet 

and interface with the Firearms Certification System shall be the responsibility of each 

DOJ Certified Instructor. For optimal performance, DOJ Certified Instructors must utilize 

a web browser compatible with the Firearms Certification System. 
 

Note:      Authority cited: Section 31625, and 31650, Penal Code. 

Reference: Section 31625, 31650, 31655, and 31665, Penal Code. 

 

Article 2. FSC Test 

 

§4252. FSC Test Applicant Qualifications and Fee 

 

(a) Applicants for the FSC test must be at least 18 years old and must present clear evidence 

of identity and age in the form of a valid California driver license or identification card 

issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles. 

(b) The fee for taking the FSC test (twice if failed the first time) and being issued an FSC is a 

maximum of twenty five dollars ($25), fifteen dollars ($15) of which shall be forwarded 

to the Department pursuant to Penal Code section 31650. The DOJ certified instructor 

may charge a fee of ten dollars ($10) for administering the test. 

 
Note:      Authority cited: Sections 31625, 31640, 31645, and 31650, Penal Code. 

Reference: Sections 16400, 31625, 31640, 31645, 31650, and 31655, Penal Code. 

 

§4253. FSC Test Topics, Guidelines, Scoring, and Recordkeeping 
 

(a) The FSC test consists of 30 questions (10 true/false, 20 multiple choice) covering, but not 

limited to, the following topics specified in Penal Code section 31640: 

 

(1) The laws applicable to carrying and handling firearms, particularly handguns. 

(2) The responsibilities of ownership of firearms, particularly handguns. 

(3) Current law as it relates to the private sale and transfer of firearms. 

(4) Current law as it relates to the permissible use of lethal force. 

(5) What constitutes safe firearm storage. 
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(6) Issues associated with bringing a firearm into the home. 

(7) Prevention strategies to address issues associated with bringing firearms into the 

home. 

 

(b) Only DOJ Certified Instructors are authorized to administer the FSC test. 

 

(c) DOJ Certified Instructors may give only administrative instructions to an FSC test 

applicant while he or she is taking the test. 

 

(d) FSC test applicants may not use any notes, review materials, or obtain assistance from 

any person once he/she begins the FSC test. DOJ Certified Instructors must maintain 

adequate supervision at all times to ensure the applicant does not receive outside 

assistance. 

 

(e) If an FSC test applicant is unable to read, a translator may be used to administer the test 

orally. The DOJ Certified Instructor must inform the translator that only the language of 

an FSC test may be read or interpreted. No further explanation of the questions or 

answers to the questions may be provided. 

 

(f) FSC test applicants are not permitted to keep a copy of their test or answer sheet. 

 

(g) FSC test applicants must correctly answer at least 23 of the 30 questions to pass the test 

and receive an FSC. 

 

(h) If an applicant fails the FSC test, after 24 hours have elapsed, he or she may take a 

different version of the FSC test without any additional fee (one free retest). The retest 

must be taken from the same DOJ Certified Instructor except upon permission by the 

Department, which shall be granted only for good cause shown. 

 

(i) If the DOJ Certified Instructor observes a test applicant using reference materials or 

receiving unauthorized assistance while taking the FSC test, the applicant is 

automatically disqualified.  

 

(1) The DOJ Certified Instructor must note their observations and reasons for the 

disqualification on the back of the applicant’s test answer sheet and sign & date the 

answer sheet. 

 

(2) Fifteen dollars ($15) must be returned to the applicant because no FSC will have been 

issued. The applicant may retake the test after 24 hours have elapsed but he or she 

will be required to pay the entire twenty five dollar ($25) fee regardless of whether 

the disqualification occurred on the first or second attempt at taking the FSC test. 
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(j) DOJ Certified Instructors must retain all completed FSC test answer sheets for five years 

from the test date. The completed answer sheets must be made available for inspection 

upon request by any peace officer, or authorized DOJ personnel upon presentation of 

proper identification. 
 

Note:      Authority cited: Sections 31640 and 31645, Penal Code. 
Reference: Sections 31625, 31635, 31640, and 31645, Penal Code. 

 

Article 3. FSC Issuance and Replacement 

 
§4254. FSC Issuance 

 

(a) If an applicant passes the FSC test, the DOJ Certified Instructor shall immediately issue a 

Firearm Safety Certificate, BOF 034 (Rev. 01/2015), which is incorporated by reference, 

to the successful applicant. 

 

(b) FSCs are issued via the Firearms Certification System.  

 

(c) Payment of the fifteen dollar ($15) DOJ fee must be made prior to issuance of an FSC. 

Payment options are limited to major credit/debit cards (e.g. MasterCard, Visa, American 

Express, and Discover cards). Payment by cash or check is not accepted. 

 

(d) The FSC recipient’s complete name, California identification type, California driver 

license or identification card number, and date of birth must be entered to create the FSC 

record. The FSC issue date, expiration date, and the DOJ Certified Instructor’s first name 

and first initial of his or her last name will be generated by the Firearms Certification 

System and printed on the FSC. 

 

(e) DOJ Certified Instructors can preview the information and make changes prior to 

submission into the Firearms Certification System. Changes cannot be made after the 

information has been submitted. 

 

(f) Each FSC will be available for reprint, without any additional fee, for 24 hours from the 

date and time payment is received. 

 

(g) The DOJ Certified Instructor and the recipient must sign the FSC once it is printed.  

 
Note:      Authority cited: Sections 31625, 31645, 31650, and 31655, Penal Code. 

Reference: Sections 26840, 31625, 31640, 31645, 31650, and 31655, Penal Code. 

 

§4255. FSC Replacement 

 

(a) If an FSC is lost or destroyed, upon request and proof of identification, the DOJ Certified 

Instructor who issued the original FSC shall issue a replacement FSC via the Firearms 

Certification System to the original FSC holder. 
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(b) DOJ Certified Instructors may search the Firearms Certification System for specific FSC 

records; however, only records of FSCs issued by the DOJ Certified Instructor 

conducting the search will be displayed. 

 

(c) A replacement FSC can be issued via the Firearms Certification System upon the DOJ 

Certified Instructor’s payment of a five dollar ($5) fee to DOJ.  

 

(d) DOJ Certified Instructors are authorized to charge the FSC holder a five dollar ($5) fee to 

recover the fee paid to the Department.  
 

Note:      Authority cited: Section 31660, Penal Code. 

Reference: Sections 31655 and 31660, Penal Code. 

 

Article 4. Safe Handling Demonstration Steps 

 
§4256. Safe Handling Demonstration Steps Applicability and Definitions 

 

(a) The safe handling demonstration steps specified in this article are generally applicable to 

the various models of each firearm “type” (e.g. pump action long gun, break-top revolver, 

etc.). However, they may not be appropriate for a particular firearm model. If necessary, 

the DOJ Certified Instructor will inform the firearm recipient of the safe handling 

demonstration steps for the firearm being delivered.  

 

(b) If only the serialized or finished frame or receiver of a weapon is being delivered, no safe 

handling demonstration is required.  

 

(c) If the DOJ Certified Instructor determines the firearm being delivered uses a cartridge 

size/type for which no dummy round is available on the retail market, the safe handling 

demonstration may be performed without using a dummy round. 

 

(d) The firearm recipient must safely perform each step of the safe handling demonstration 

from start to finish without error. If an error is made at any time during the 

demonstration, the firearm recipient must start over from step number one.  

 

(e) The DOJ Certified Instructor must provide instruction regarding how to render the 

firearm safe in the event of a jam (malfunction). 

 

(f) Upon successful completion of the safe handling demonstration, the DOJ Certified 

Instructor, firearm recipient, and firearms dealer (or dealer authorized employee) must 

sign and date a Safe Handling Demonstration Affidavit, BOF 039 (Rev. 01/2015), which 

is hereby incorporated by reference. If the DOJ Certified Instructor is also the licensed 

firearms dealer or an employee of the dealer, he or she is authorized to sign the affidavit 

as both the DOJ Certified Instructor and as the dealer/employee delivering the firearm. 

 

(g) As used in this article, a “dummy round” must be brightly colored orange, red, or 

otherwise readily identifiable. If no readily identifiable dummy round is available, an 

empty cartridge casing with an empty primer pocket may be used. 
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(h) As used in this article, “muzzle awareness” means the firearm is pointed in a safe 

direction, preferably down at the ground. 

 

(i) As used in this article, “trigger discipline” means the trigger finger is outside of the 

trigger guard and alongside the frame or receiver, at all times. In the event the firearm 

doesn’t have a trigger guard, the trigger finger should be kept in line with the barrel(s). 

 
Note:      Authority cited: Sections 26850, 26853, 26856, 26859, and 26860, Penal Code. 

Reference: Sections 26850, 26853, 26856, 26859, 26860, 32000, and 32110, Penal Code. 
 

§4257. Safe Handling Demonstration Steps for Conventional Long Guns 

 

(a) Pump Action Long Gun 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Open the ejection port. 

 

(2) To ensure the firearm is unloaded, visually and physically inspect the chamber/barrel 

and the magazine follower. If the magazine follower is not visible, there could be 

cartridges still in the tubular magazine. 

 

(3) Remove the firearm safety device. If the firearm safety device prevents any of the 

previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate step. 

 

(4) While maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline, load one dummy round 

into the magazine loading port. 

 

(5) Pull the forend (or forearm) rearward toward the receiver causing the dummy round 

to enter the breech. Push the forend forward to chamber the round. The dummy round 

should have moved from the tubular magazine into the chamber. 

 

(6) Push the action (carrier) release button and again pull the forend toward the receiver 

causing the action to open. The dummy round should extract from the chamber and 

be ejected through the ejection port. 

 

(7) Engage the safety. 

 

(8) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 
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(b) Break-Top Long Gun 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Open the breech. 

 

(2) To ensure the firearm is unloaded, visually and physically inspect the chamber/barrel. 

 

(3) Remove the firearm safety device. If the firearm safety device prevents any of the 

previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate step. 

 

(4) While maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline, load one dummy round 

into a barrel. 

 

(5) Close and lock the action. 

 

(6) Unlock and open the action. 

 

(7) Remove the dummy round. 

 

(8) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable.  

 
(c) Bolt Action Long Gun 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) To ensure the firearm is unloaded, visually and physically inspect the chamber/barrel 

and the internal magazine. 

 

(2) Remove the firearm safety device. If the firearm safety device prevents any of the 

previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate step. 

 

(3) While maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline, load one dummy round 

into the chamber/barrel. 

 

(4) Close and lock the action. 

 

(5) Unlock and open the action. 
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(6) Remove the dummy round. 

 

(7) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 

 

(d) Lever Action Long Gun 

 

When handling a lever action firearm with an exposed hammer, use caution and consult 

your DOJ Certified Instructor for the proper safe handling steps. Use only flat point, 

hollow point, round nose flat point or similar rounds. Never use pointed or conical point 

rounds in a centerfire rifle with a tubular magazine. Failure to follow these instructions 

may result in injury to yourself or others, or cause damage to your firearm. 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Open the breech. 

 

(2) To ensure the firearm is unloaded, visually and physically inspect the chamber/barrel 

and the magazine follower. If the magazine follower is not visible, there could be 

cartridges still in the tubular magazine. 

 

(3) Remove the firearm safety device. If the firearm safety device prevents any of the 

previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate step. 

 

(4) While maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline, load one dummy round 

into the chamber/barrel. 

 

(5) Close and lock the action. 

 

(6) Unlock and open the action. 

 

(7) Remove the dummy round. 

 

(8) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 

 

(e) Semiautomatic Long Gun with a Detachable Magazine 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 
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(1) Remove the magazine. 

 

(2) Pull the bolt back and lock it open if possible. 

 

(3) To ensure the firearm is unloaded, visually and physically inspect the chamber/barrel.  

 

(4) Remove the firearm safety device. If the firearm safety device prevents any of the 

previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate step. 

 

(5) While maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline, load one dummy round 

into the magazine. 

 

(6) Insert the magazine into the magazine well. 

 

(7) Close and lock the action. 

 

(8) Unlock and open the action. 

 

(9) Remove the dummy round. 

 

(10) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 

 

(f) Semiautomatic Long Gun with a Fixed Magazine 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Pull the bolt back and lock it open if possible. 

 

(2) To ensure the firearm is unloaded, visually and physically inspect the chamber/barrel 

and the internal magazine. 

 

(3) Remove the firearm safety device. If the firearm safety device prevents any of the 

previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate step. 

 

(4) While maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline, load one dummy round 

into the magazine. 

 

(5) Close and lock the action. 

 

(6) Unlock and open the action. 
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(7) Remove the dummy round (the dummy round should have extracted from the 

chamber and ejected from the breech). 

 

(8) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 
 

Note:      Authority cited: Section 26860, Penal Code. 

Reference: Section 26860, Penal Code. 

 

 

§4258. Safe Handling Demonstration Steps for Handguns with Alternative Designs 
 

(a) Semiautomatic Pistol with a Non-Locking Slide 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Remove the magazine. 

 

(2) Because this type of firearm does not allow the slide to be locked back, pull the slide 

back, visually and physically check the chamber to ensure it is clear. 

 

(3) Remove the firearm safety device, if applicable. If the firearm safety device prevents 

any of the previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate 

step. 

 

(4) Load one dummy round into the magazine. 

 

(5) Insert the magazine into the magazine well of the firearm. 

 

(6) Manipulate the slide release or pull back and release the slide. 

 

(7) Remove the magazine. 

 

(8) Visually inspect the chamber to reveal a round can be chambered with the magazine 

removed. 

 

(9) Lock the slide back to eject the dummy round. If the firearm is of a model that does 

not allow the slide to be locked back, pull the slide back and physically check the 

chamber to ensure the chamber is clear. 

 

(10) Apply the safety, if applicable. 

 

(11) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 
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(b) Semiautomatic Pistol with a Fixed Magazine 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Lock the slide back. 

 

(2) Load one dummy round into the stripper clip. 

 

(3) Insert the stripper clip into the magazine slot of the firearm. 

 

(4) Pull the stripper slip out of the slot to allow the slide to go forward. 

 

(5) Visually inspect the chamber to reveal a round is chambered. 

 

(6) Lock the slide back to eject the dummy round. 

 

(7) Apply the safety, if applicable. 

 

(8) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 

 

(c) Semiautomatic Pistol with a Magazine Operated Toggle Lock 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Remove the magazine. 

 

(2) Visually and physically inspect the chamber to ensure the firearm is unloaded. 

 

(3) Insert the magazine into the magazine well of the firearm. 

 

(4) Lock the toggle back. 

 

(5) Remove the magazine. 

 

(6) Remove the firearm safety device, if applicable. If the firearm safety device prevents 

any of the previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate 

step. 

 

(7) Load one dummy round into the magazine. 
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(8) Insert the magazine into the magazine well of the firearm. 

 

(9) Manipulate the toggle release or pull back and release the toggle. 

 

(10) Remove the magazine. 

 

(11) Visually inspect the chamber to reveal a round can be chambered with the magazine 

removed. 

 

(12) Insert the magazine into the magazine well of the firearm. 

 

(13) Lock the toggle back to eject the dummy round. If the firearm is of a model that does 

not allow the toggle to be locked back, pull the toggle back and physically check the 

chamber to ensure the chamber is clear. 

 

(14) Apply the safety, if applicable. 

 

(15) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 

 

(d) Semiautomatic Pistol with a Top-Feeding Magazine 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Open the slide. 

 

(2) Visually and physically inspect the chamber to ensure the firearm is unloaded. 

 

(3) Load one dummy round into the stripper clip. 

 

(4) Insert the stripper clip into the magazine slot of the firearm. 

 

(5) Pull the stripper clip out of the slot to allow the slide to go forward. 

 

(6) Visually inspect the chamber to see it is loaded. 

 

(7) Lock open the slide to eject the dummy round. 

 

(8) Remove the magazine. 

 

(9) Apply the safety, if applicable. 

 

(10) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 
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(e) Semiautomatic Pistol with a Tip-Up Barrel 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Remove the magazine. 

 

(2) Activate the barrel release to tip up the barrel. 

 

(3) Visually and physically inspect the chamber to ensure the firearm is unloaded. 

 

(4) Load one dummy round into the barrel. 

 

(5) Close the barrel. 

 

(6) Insert the magazine into the magazine well of the firearm. 

 

(7) Remove the magazine. 

 

(8) Activate the barrel release to tip up the barrel to reveal a round can be chambered 

with the magazine removed. 

 

(9) Tip up the barrel to remove the dummy round. 

 

(10) Apply the safety, if applicable. 

 

(11) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 

 

(f) Break-Top Revolver 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Open the revolver by unlocking the frame lock. 

 

(2) Visually and physically inspect each chamber to ensure the revolver is unloaded. 

 

(3) Remove the firearm safety device. If the firearm safety device prevents any of the 

previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate step. 
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(4) While maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline, load one dummy round 

into a chamber of the cylinder and rotate the cylinder so the round is in the next-to-

fire position. 

 

(5) Close the cylinder and the frame lock. 

 

(6) Open the revolver by unlocking the frame lock. 

 

(7) Tip the barrel forward from the frame, activating the ejection star, ejecting the 

dummy round. 

 

(8) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 

 

(g) Single Shot Pistol 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Open the breech. 

 

(2) Visually and physically inspect the chamber to ensure it is clear. 

 

(3) Remove the firearm safety device. If the firearm safety device prevents any of the 

previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate step. 

 

(4) While maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline, load one dummy round 

into the chamber. 

 

(5) Close the breech mechanism. 

 

(6) Open the breech to eject the dummy round from the barrel. 

 

(7) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 

 

(h) Derringer 

 

The demonstration shall commence with the firearm unloaded and locked with the 

firearm safety device with which it is required to be delivered, if applicable. While 

maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline at all times, the firearm recipient 

shall correctly and safely perform the following: 

 

(1) Open the breech. 

 

(2) Visually and physically inspect the barrels to ensure the firearm is unloaded. 
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(3) Remove the firearm safety device. If the firearm safety device prevents any of the 

previous steps, remove the firearm safety device during the appropriate step. 

 

(4) While maintaining muzzle awareness and trigger discipline, load one dummy round 

into a barrel. 

 

(5) Close and lock the action. 

 

(6) Unlock and open the action. 

 

(7) Remove the dummy round. 

 

(8) Apply the firearm safety device, if applicable. 

Note:      Authority cited: Section 26850, Penal Code. 

Reference: Section 26850, Penal Code. 

 

Article 5. Comparable Training in Firearms Safety 

 

§4259. Comparable Training Qualifications, Course Content, and Certificates of 

Completion  

 

(a) Applications for DOJ recognition of an entity that provides comparable training pursuant 

to Penal Code section 31635 must be submitted on a Comparable Training Entity 

Application, BOF 946 (Rev. 01/2015) which is incorporated by reference. 
 

(b) Every five years, the Department will send a notice to the comparable training entity that 

requires a reply confirming the entity wants to continue being recognized by the 

Department as providing comparable training pursuant to Penal Code section 31635. 

Failure to reply will result in DOJ recognition being discontinued. 

 

(c) The comparable training entity must be staffed with at least one DOJ Certified Instructor 

who has a minimum of 100 hours of verifiable experience teaching firearms safety. 

Within ten business days of the action, the comparable training entity must report the 

following on form BOF 946:  
 

(1) The addition of a DOJ Certified Instructor. 

 

(2) The removal of a DOJ Certified Instructor. 
 

(d) The comparable training must include all of the following: 

 

(1) Instruction on Safe Handling Demonstration Steps for the following conventional 

firearm types: 

 

(A) Semiautomatic pistol. 
 

(B) Double action revolver. 
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(C) Single action revolver. 

 

(D) Pump action long gun. 

 

(E) Bolt action long gun. 

 

(F) Semiautomatic long gun with a detachable magazine. 

 

(G) Semiautomatic long gun with a fixed magazine. 

 

(H) Break-top long gun. 

 

(I) Lever action long gun. 

 

(2) Instruction on Safe Handling Demonstration Steps for the following firearms with 

alternative designs: 

 

(A) Semiautomatic pistol with a non-locking slide. 

 

(B) Semiautomatic pistol with a fixed magazine. 

 

(C) Semiautomatic pistol with a magazine-operated toggle lock. 

 

(D) Semiautomatic pistol with a top-feeding magazine. 

 

(E) Semiautomatic pistol with a tip-up barrel. 

 

(F) Break-top revolver. 

 

(G) Single shot pistol. 

 

(H) Derringer. 

 

(3) Instruction on how to render a firearm safe in the event of a malfunction.  

 

(4) Requirement for all students to successfully perform the Safe Handling 

Demonstration with the conventional firearm types specified in paragraph (1). The 

firearms used for the Safe Handling Demonstration must be provided by the DOJ 

Certified Instructor. 

 

(e) Upon successful completion of the comparable training course, each student must be 

issued a Certificate of Completion that includes the following: 

 

(1) Name of the comparable training course. 

 

(2) Name of the student. 
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(3) Signature of the DOJ Certified Instructor. 

 

(4) Date the comparable training course was completed. 
 

Note:      Authority cited: Section 31635, Penal Code. 

               Reference: Section 31635, Penal Code. 
 


