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This bulletin provides guidance to California law enforcement agencies (LEA) regarding the Values 
Act, Government Code section 7284 et seq., effective January 4, 2018 [Chapter 495, Statutes of 
2017 (Senate Bill 54)]. The Values Act defines the circumstances under which California LEAs may 
assist in the enforcement of federal immigration laws and participate in joint law enforcement task 
forces, and mandates that California LEAs report certain statistics to the California Department of 
Justice (DOJ). 

This bulletin discusses the Values Act's statistical reporting requirements. Specifically, the Values 
Act requires California LEAs to report to the DOJ statistics about their participation in joint law 
enforcement task forces and their transfers of individuals to immigration authorities. A separate 
bulletin will provide guidance on other provisions of the Values Act. 

First, Government Code section 7284.6, subdivision (c)(1) requires California LEAs that participate 
in a joint law enforcement task force, for which the California LEA has agreed to dedicate personnel 
or resources on an ongoing basis, to submit a report annually to the DOJ that provides the following 
information for each task force: (1) the purpose of the task force; (2) the federal, state, and local 
agencies involved in the task force; (3) the total number of arrests made by the task force during 
the reporting period; and (4) the total number of arrests made by the task force for immigration 
enforcement purposes; i.e., any arrests by the task force for any violation of any provisions of the 
federal Immigration and Nationality Act, which is found in Title 8 of the United States Code.1 

The Values Act defines a "joint law enforcement task force" as "at least one California LEA 
collaborating, engaging, or partnering with at least one federal LEA in investigating federal or state 
crimes" [Gov. Code, § 7284.4, subd. (g).] Therefore, there is no reporting requirement under these 
provisions unless one of the participants in the task force is a federal LEA. A joint law enforcement 
task force should report task force activities to the DOJ as required by the Values Act if a California 
LEA on the task force "has agreed to dedicate personnel or resources on an ongoing basis" when 
collaborating, engaging or partnering with at least one federal LEA. [Gov. Code, § 7284.6, subd. 
(c)(1 ).] An "ongoing basis" means more than one interaction with any federal, state, or local LEA on a 
task force to discuss task force operations. Accordingly, isolated interactions with a federal LEA are 

1 See also, Government Code section 7284.4, subdivision (f) which defines the term "immigration enforcement" as "any 
and all efforts to investigate, enforce or assist in the investigation or enforcement of any federal civil immigration law, and 
also includes any and all efforts to investigate, enforce, or assist in the investigation of any federal criminal immigration 
law that penalizes a person's presence in, entry or reentry to, or employment in, the United States." 






















