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ORIGINAL PRESS RELEASE

On Saturday November 23, 2019 at approximately 01:26 AM, Union City Police Department
received multiple 911 calls from citizens reporting gun shots heard in the area of Sherman and
Colgate Drive in Union City. Officers responded to the area and located two male victims who
had suffered gunshot wounds. The victims were in a parking lot of Searles Elementary School
(located near the 1800 block of Sherman Drive). One fourteen-year-old victim identified as Sean
Withington of Union City was pronounced deceased at the scene. The second victim, eleven-
year-old Kevin Hernandez of Union City was pronounced deceased while in route to a local
trauma center.

UPDATE: ARREST(S) MADE FOR UNION CITY DOUBLE HOMICIDE

Union City Police Department requested assistance from our law enforcement partners during
this nearly three-month long investigation.

The Alameda County Sheriff’s Office, the Hayward Police Department, the Alameda County
District Attorney’s Office, California Highway Patrol Special Operations Unit and the California
Department of Justice all partnered with Union City Police Department. Each of these
organizations dedicated resources, equipment and expertise to work side by side with our
detectives. The combined efforts of over 32 investigators and thousands of hours of investigation
resulted in the granting of search warrants at six different East Bay locations. Those locations
included four properties within the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office jurisdiction (including a 33-
acre, multi-unit compound), one property in Hayward Police Department’s jurisdiction and one
location in Richmond Police Department’s jurisdiction.

Tip information may be left anonymously at (510) 675-5207 or at Tips@unioncity.org
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On Thursday February 6, 2020, search warrants were served by the Union City Police Department
with the assistance of the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office, the Hayward Police Department, the
Oakland Police Department, the Richmond Police Department and the Fremont Police
Department. As a result of those search warrants, we seized:

e Approx. 40 Ibs. of Marijuana — Street Value $32,000

e Approx. 8 Ibs. of Methamphetamine — Street Value $28,000
e Over $10,000 in Cash

e 2 Handguns

o 3 Assault Weapons

e Several High Capacity Magazines and Ammunition

e Other Pieces of Evidence Related to the Double Murder

(Evidence Seized on February 6, 2020)

Tip information may be left anonymously at (510) 675-5207 or at Tips@unioncity.org
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The District Attorney’s Office and the Juvenile District Attorney’s Office reviewed the criminal
investigation and associated evidence for two suspects in this murder. One suspect is an adult
and the other suspect is a juvenile.

As a result, 18-year-old Jason Cornejo from Castro Valley and a 17 year-old juvenile from
Hayward have both been charged with the murders of Kevin Hernandez and Sean Withington.
Both suspects were already in-custody on other unrelated charges.

' Jason Cornejd ‘
e

The Union City Police Department is still investigating various aspects of this case and additional
persons may be charged in the future.

The Union City Police Department would like to thank the following agencies for their hard work
and assistance with our investigation:

e California Attorney General’s Office

e California Department of Justice

e Alameda County Sheriff's Department

e Alameda County District Attorney’s Office
e Hayward Police Department

Tip information may be left anonymously at (510) 675-5207 or at Tips@unioncity.org
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Special thanks to our community for their continued support and assistance during this difficult
and complex investigation. We also would like to thank our employees assigned to patrol. Inthe
immediate aftermath of the incident we increased staffing and patrols around the area of the
double murder. We did this to prevent further violence and keep our community safe. As a result
of extra enforcement officers recovered multiple handguns and one AK-47 style assault rifle, all

from different stops, as a result of additional patrols throughout the city in response to this

tragedy.
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(Evidence seized during proactive stops)

"My heart goes out to the families of the victims. These were children who were murdered, and even
though we cannot change the past or reverse this tragedy, | am relieved that we were able to
control the outcome of this investigation with the arrest and charging of these dangerous gang
members. We know how important it is to bring closure to the families and community."
Chief Jared Rinetti

Tip information may be left anonymously at (510) 675-5207 or at Tips@unioncity.org
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