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Proposed Initiative No. 07-0021 

Dear Ms. Melton: 

This letter seeks a small change in the language of our proposed initiative. It is now requested 
. that the language describing proposed modifications to Elections Code section 30 I(e) be modified by 

the deletion of the second sentencet to wit, '"Nothing in this subsection is intended to prohibit or limit 
the use of electronic, mechanical, optical, or other legally approved methods of reading or counting 
tangible ballots." Instead of that language, we request the insertion ofthe following: ''Nothing in this 
subsection is intended to prohibit or limit any legally approved method of counting tangible ballots." 

Our proposed Initiative, from the start, has always been utterly non-partisan in character, Our 
supporters include very Liberal people, as well as some Conservative people, and also many "Declin,~ 

to State" independent voters, such as myself, We simply want to avoid the argument as to which 
method of counting the ballots is the best; that is an issue to be worked out by the Legislature and 
others charged with such responsibility. We thus, by this deletion, merely seek to avoid any appearance 
that we are favoring anyone method of counting over another, since our only and sole goal here is to 
assure that there is something tangible to count. Thank you. 

Very truly yo\.!tS-

IHarry V. Lehmann 

Iencl: modified submission 
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State Initiative - as submitted to the Atttrney General on May 23,2007 Arndt.IIIS 

Title and Text of Proposed Law: -Californih Tangible Ballot Act of 2008­

The Purpose of the proposed law is to .Ame~d Elections Code §301 as follows: 
( Italics denote deleted portions, underline denbtes added text) 

Elections Code §301
 
A "ballot" means any of the following:
 

(a) A single card with prescored, number po itions that is marked by the voter with a 
punching device and the accompanying referenbe page or pages containing the names 

of candidates and the ballot titles of measures tb be voted on with numbered positions 
corresponding to the numbers on the card. 

(b) One or more cards upon which are printe the names of the candidates and the, 
ballot titles of measures to be voted on by pune ing or marking in the designated area. 

( c) One or more sheets of paper upon which are printed the names of candidates 
and the ballot titles of measures to be voted on y marking the designated area and 
that are tabulated manually or by optical scanni 9 equipment. 

;' 

(d) A large sheet of paper upon which is prin ed the names of candidates and ballot 
titles of measures to be voted on by pressing th designated area on a direct-recording 
electronic device, so Ion as a tan ible ballot rioted on a er or otherwise tan ible 
results from the use of the electronic device. 

Current subsection to be deleted: (e) An electronic touchscreen upon which appears 
the names ofcandidates andballot titles ofme~sures fo be voted on by touching the 
designated area on the screen ofa direct-recorbing electronic device. 

Proposed New Subsection: (e) A an j I si a b" c which rna be marked. 
punehad, written upon or otherwise indelibly a ected by the physical action of the 
indO iduaJ voter or the v ters aide which is ulti atel susce tible to co te t 
recognition for vote counting purposes'by a human being through the use of ordinary . 

hUman physical senses. Nolliing in 1l1~~"!'3~~Isjl!!endejj to prohibit-o' limit tIM ~ l> l"\., 
.tfge ef-efe9tfeAk>. meetumf~1j !='l2tieei. er-other ,eg8lfy l!ppro~ed "'''thad;, 9f B!agi09 9! ) &~\~O\'\ 
~~"ti"!t tftfUlibfe bttlletlS. Nothing in this subs,Qction is intended to prohibit or limit the ",v\.­
use of electronic devices b di ab ad voters in ludin electronic. touchscreen 
devices so 0 as tan ible ballot i ted 0 a er or othe ise tan ible res 
from use of such ele.ctronic. or electronic and mechanical devices. and such tangible 
ballot is retained for vote counting and vote vetification purposes. 


