August 24, 2021 “21~0012

Submission Via Mail Delivery

To:  Office of the Attorney General

Honorable Rob Bonta
Attorney General
1300 I Street, 17 Floor RE CE IVED
Sacramento, California 95814 AUG 24 200

Attn: Ms. Anabel Rentoria INITIATIVE COO ‘
Initiative Coordinator ATTORNEY GENER&?,%%%%}%E

Dear Ms. Rentoria,

Pursuant to Article 11, Section 10(d) of the California Constitution, and Section
9001 of the California Elections Code, I am submitting a proposed statewide statutory
initiative measure that I refer to as “The California Electronic Voting Initiative.” I am
respectfully requesting that your office prepare a “circulating title and summary of the
chief purposes and points of the proposed measure™ given this initiative proposal
submission, and as provided by law.

I have also included with this letter; (1) the text of the proposed measure, (2) a
check in the amount of $2,000 as required by Section 9001 of the Elections Code, and (3)
the signed statements required by Sections 9001 and 9608 of the Elections Code, after
which is set forth the address which I am registered to vote.

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please direct
any inquiries or correspondence to:

Michael Freeman Liddell D.C.

CA Electronic Voting Initiative Proponent
P.O. Box 691

Placerville, CA 95667

Tel: (530) 651-4622

Email: drliddell@yahoo.com

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

f . '
P2 ttar LUl e L
Michael Freeman Liddell D.C.
Proponent
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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS
12-point
Boldface
Type
The Attorney General of California has prepared the following circulating title
and summary of the chief purpose and points of the proposed measure:
(Here set forth the unique numeric identifier provided by the Attorney General
and circulating title and summary prepared by the Attorney General. Both the Attorney
General’s unique numeric identifier and the circulating title and summary must also
be printed across the top of each page of the petition whereon signatures are to appear.)

TO THE HONORABLE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Type: Roman
Boldface not

smaller than
12-point

We, the undersigned, registered, qualified voters of California, residents of El
Dorado County, hereby propose amendments to the Elections Code, and petition the
Secretary of State to submit the same to the voters of California for their adoption or
rejection at the next succeeding general election or at any special statewide election
held prior to that general election or as otherwise provided by law. The proposed
statutory amendments read as follows:

SECTION 1. Division 4.5 (commencing with Section 4500) is added to the
Elections Code, to read:

DIVISION 4.5. INTERNET VOTING

4500. For the purposes of this division:

(a) “Internet ballot” means a secure and secret electronic form, upon which
appears the names of candidates and ballot titles of measures to be voted on, and which
is accessed by using an internet voting machine.

(b) “Internet voting” means the casting of an internet ballot that is transmitted
to elections officials using the internet.

(c) “Internet voting machine” means a voting machine that allows a voter to cast
an internet ballot over the internet.

(d) “Internet voting system” means a voting system that uses internet ballots to
allow voters to transmit their voted ballot to elections officials over the internet.

(e) “Polling place internet voting” means the use of internet voting machines at
traditional polling places staffed by elections officials who assist in the authentication
of voters before ballots are cast.
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f) “Remote internet voting” means the unsupervised use of an internet voting
machine to cast a ballot over the internet using an electronic device that is not
necessarily owned and operated by elections personnel.

(g) “Voter intent” means the choice of the voter as expressed on a voted ballot.

4501. (a) No later than 90 days before the next statewide election after this
section takes effect, the Secretary of State shall develop an internet voting system that
gives any registered voter the option to cast an internet ballot using polling place
internet voting.

(b) No later than 90 days before the next statewide election subsequent to the
statewide election described in subdivision (a), the Secretary of State shall expand the
internet voting system described in subdivision (a) to give any registered voter the
option to cast an internet ballot using polling place internet voting or remote internet
voting.

4502. The polling place internet voting system described in subdivision (a) of
Section 4501 shall have the following characteristics:

(a) Any voter who submits a request for an internet ballot under the requirements
of this division shall have the option to vote by internet ballot at that voter’s polling
place. The elections official shall obtain sufficient polling place internet voting
equipment, of a type certified by the Secretary of State, in order to meet this
requirement.

(b) A polling place internet voting machine shall be available for use by an
eligible voter during any hour that polls are open at the polling place.

(c¢) Before any voter enters a voting booth with an internet voting machine, the
precinct board shall ascertain that the voter is entitled to vote by internet voting.

(d) Before presenting a voter with an internet ballot, the internet voting machine
shall ascertain the identity of the voter by requiring the voter to input either the voter’s
driver’s license number or the last four digits of the voter’s social security number,
whichever the voter included on the voter’s affidavit of registration in accordance with
Section 2150.

(e) An internet ballot shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 2
(commencing with Section 13100) of Division 13.

(f) Upon casting an internet ballot, a voter shall receive an encrypted receipt via
email or other applicable electronic means as designated by the voter. The internet
voting machine shall prepare a paper receipt and shall also display a message indicating
that the voter’s ballot was successfully submitted. The receipts described in this:
subdivision shall contain unique identifiers specific to the individual voter and the
individual internet voting machine used by the voter.

(g) Using the receipts described in subdivision (f), a voter shall be able to confirm
whether or not the voter’s internet ballot was received and counted by the elections
official and whether the internet ballot, as received and counted, reflected the voter’s
intent.

(h) The elections official shall establish procedures to ensure the secrecy of the
internet ballot and the security, confidentiality, and integrity of any personal information
collected, stored, or otherwise used pursuant to this section.

(1) Each internet voting machine shall be registered by the Secretary of State and
shall have a unique identifier specific to that device. The Secretary of State shall certify
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only one type of internet voting machine and software for use in the polling place
internet voting system. :

4503. The remote internet voting system described in subdivision (a) of Section
4501 shall meet the requirements specified in subdivisions (d) to (h), inclusive, of
Section 4502, and shall have the following additional characteristics:

(a) After the elections official has received and processed a voter’s request for
an internet ballot, the voter shall have until the close of the polls on election day to
complete and submit the internet ballot. A voter shall be able to partially complete and
save the voter’s entries on the internet ballot before completing and casting the internet
ballot at a later date.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a voter who receives an error message upon
casting the internet ballot or who otherwise is unable to confirm that the voter’s ballot
was received and counted by the elections official pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section
4502 shall have up to three days after election day to cure the error. The Secretary of
State shall establish a procedure for a voter to cure an error under this subdivision in
coordination with the local elections official.

(c) The Secretary of State shall establish procedures to ensure the secrecy of
the internet ballot and the security, confidentiality, and integrity of any personal
information collected, stored, or otherwise used pursuant to this section.

(d) The procedures established pursuant to subdivision (c) shall include two-factor
authentication to confirm the identity of the voter.

4504. An application for an internet ballot shall be made in writing to the
elections official having jurisdiction over the election between the 29th and the 7th
day prior to the election. The application shall be signed by the applicant. Any
applications received by the elections official prior to the 29th day shall be kept and
processed during the application period. The elections official shall have five days to
process an application for each person who has requested an internet ballot by the 29th
day before the day of the election and five days for each voter who requests an internet
ballot after that date. The elections official shall notify each voter by the means specified
in the voter’s application for an internet ballot that the application has been accepted
and processed.

4505. (a) The Secretary of State shall prepare and distribute to appropriate
elections officials a uniform application form, in both print and electronic formats, for
an application for an internet ballot.

(b) The uniform application shall inform the voter that the application for an
internet ballot must be received by the elections official not later than seven days prior
to the date of the election and shall contain spaces for at least the following information:

(1) The name and residence address of the registered voter as it appears on the
affidavit of registration.

(2) The email address to which notifications and receipts are to be sent.

(3) The name and date of the election for which the request is made.

(4) The date of birth of the registered voter.

(c) The uniform application shall inform the voter that if the voter has declined
to disclose a preference for a political party, the voter may request an internet ballot
for a particular political party for the partisan primary election, if that political patty
has adopted a party rule, duly noticed to the Secretary of State, authorizing that vote.
The application shall contain a toll-free telephone number, established by the Secretary
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of State, that the voter may call to access information regarding which political parties
have adopted such a rule. The application shall list the parties that have notified the
Secretary of State of the adoption of such a rule. The application shall contain a checkoff
box with a conspicuously printed statement that reads substantially similar to the
following: “I have declined to disclose a preference for a qualified political party.
However, for this primary election only, I request an internet ballot for the Party.”
The name of the political party shall be personally affixed by the voter.

(d) The uniform application shall contain a conspicuously printed statement
substantially similar to the following: “Only the registered voter may apply for an
internet ballot. An application for an internet ballot made by a person other than the
registered voter is a criminal offense.”

(e) The uniform application shall include a statement substantially similar to the
following: ““You will not receive an internet ballot if this application is incomplete or
inaccurate.”

() The uniform electronic application format shall not permit the form to be
electronically submitted unless all of the information required to complete the
application is contained in the appropriate fields.

(g) The elections official shall include with the county voter information guide
an application for an internet ballot. '

4506. (a) The elections official may offer a voter the ability to electronically
apply for an internet ballot. If the elections official offers the uniform electronic
application described in Section 4505, the electronic application shall be in an interactive
internet format to be completed through the elections official’s secure internet website
and shall not be a downloadable form. The nondownloadable form shall be of a format
that would allow the registered voter making an application for a voter’s internet ballot
to enter the required information and submit the single form directly to the elections
official’s secure internet website. The elections official shall make every effort to
ensure the security of the submitted information.

(b) Except as provided in this section, all provisions of this code governing
written applications for internet ballots apply to electronic applications.

4507. (a) An elections official may offer a voter the ability to apply for an
internet ballot by telephone.

(b) To apply by telephone, the applicant shall provide to the elections official
personal identifying information that matches the information contained on the
applicant’s affidavit of registration, including first and last name, home address, and
date of birth. The elections official shall mail or email to the applicant a form to obtain
the applicant’s signature.

(c) A person shall not apply for an internet ballot pursuant to this section using
the name of, or on behalf of, another person.

(d) Prior to being asked for personal identifying information, an applicant
applying for an internet ballot pursuant to this section shall be advised as follows:

“Only the registered voter may apply for an internet ballot. An application for
an internet ballot that is made by any person other than the registered voter is a criminal
offense.”

(e) Except as otherwise provided in this section, all provisions of this code
governing written applications for internet ballots apply to applications made by
telephone.
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4508. (a) Upon receiving an application for an internet ballot that contains the
required information within the proper time, the elections official shall check the
information provided against the voter’s information on file.

(b) If the elections official determines that the voter is entitled to an internet
ballot, the elections official shall notify the voter by the means requested by the voter
on the application. The elections official then shall take whatever steps are necessary
under the internet voting system to make the internet ballot active for access by the
voter.

(c) If the elections official determines that an application for an internet ballot
does not contain all of the required information, or for any other reason is defective,
the elections official shall mail the voter a notice of defect. The notice of defect shall
do both of the following:

(1) Specifically inform the voter of the information that is required or the reason
the application is defective.

(2) State the procedure necessary to remedy the defective application.

4509. (a) A voter who submitted a request for an internet ballot and returns to
the polling place designated for their home precinct on or before election day, or goes
to a vote center established pursuant to Section 4005 or to the office or satellite office
of an elections official where voting is permitted, shall be permitted to vote a
nonprovisional ballot if the precinct board, vote center election board, or elections
official does both of the following:

(1) Verifies that the voter’s internet ballot has not been submitted.

(2) Notates their voter records to ensure that the voter’s internet ballot is not cast
or tabulated after the voter votes at the polls.

(b) A voter who submitted a request for an internet ballot and returns to the
polling place designated for their home precinct on or before election day, or goes to
a vote center established pursuant to Section 4005 or to the office or satellite office of
an elections official where voting is permitted, shall be issued a provisional ballot in
accordance with Section 14310 if either or both of the conditions in subdivision (a) is
not satisfied.

4510. (a) The internet voting system developed by the Secretary of State
pursuant to this division shall allow a voter to electronically sign an internet ballot.
The system developed pursuant to this division shall enable the Secretary of State and
local elections officials to verify the authenticity of an electronic signature and to
compare the electronic signature to the voter’s handwritten signature on an affidavit.

(b) Notwithstanding Section 16.5 of the Government Code, an electronic signature
submitted in accordance with this section may be used to sign an internet ballot or an
application for an internet ballot. The signature and information obtained pursuant to
this section shall be deemed to be personally affixed to the ballot or application, and
the signature shall be treated as a “signature” as defined in Section 354.5.

4511. (a) (1) Upon receiving an internet ballot, the elections official shall
compare the electronic signature with either of the following to determine if they are
of the same voter:

(A) The signature appearing on the voter’s affidavit of registration or any previous
affidavit of registration of the voter.

(B) The signature appearing on a form issued by an elections official that contains
the voter’s signature and that is part of the votet’s registration record.
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(2) In comparing signatures pursuant to this section, the elections official may
use facsimiles of voters’ signatures, provided that the method of preparing and
displaying the facsimiles complies with the law.

(3) In comparing signatures pursuant to this section, an elections official may
use signature verification technology. If signature verification technology determines
that the signatures do not match, the elections official shall visually examine the
signatures and verify that the signatures do not compare.

(4) The variation of a signature caused by the substitution of initials for the first
or middle name, or both, is not grounds for the elections official to determine that the
signatures do not match.

(b) If upon conducting the comparison of signatures pursuant to subdivision (a)
the elections official determines that the signatures compare, the elections official shall
deposit a paper receipt of the ballot, in a secured envelope, in a ballot container in the
elections official’s office.

(c) If upon conducting the comparison of signatures pursuant to subdivision (a)
the elections official determines that the signatures do not match, the ballot shall not
be counted. The elections official shall write the cause of the rejection on the face on
a paper receipt specific to that ballot only after completing the procedures described
in subdivision (d).

(d) (1) A minimum of eight days prior to the certification of the election, the
elections official shall provide notice to all voters identified pursuant to subdivision
(c) of the opportunity to verify their signatures no later than 5 p.m. two days prior to
the certification of the election.

(2) The notice and instructions shall be in substantially the following form:

“READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY. FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE
INSTRUCTIONS MAY CAUSE YOUR INTERNET BALLOT NOT TO COUNT.

1. We have determined that the signature you provided on your internet ballot
does not match the signature(s) on file in your voter record. In order to ensure
that your internet ballot will be counted, the signature verification statement
must be completed and returned as soon as possible.

2. The signature verification statement must be received by the elections
official of the county where you are registered to vote no later than 5 p.m. two
days prior to certification of the election.

3. You must sign your name where specified on the signature verification
statement (Voter’s Signature).

4. Place the signature verification statement into a mailing envelope addressed
to your local clections official. Mail, deliver, or have the completed statement
delivered to the elections official. Be sure there is sufficient postage if mailed
and that the address of the elections official is correct.

5. If you do not wish to send the signature verification statement by mail or
have it.delivered, you may submit your completed statement by email or
facsimile transmission to your local elections official, or stibmit your completed
statement to a polling place within the county or a ballot dropoff box before
the close of the polls on election day.”
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(3) The notice and instructions shall be translated in all languages required in
that county by Section 203 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. Sec.
10503).

(4) The elections official shall not reject an internet ballot identified pursuant to
subdivision (c) if each of the following conditions is satisfied:

(A) The voter delivers, in person, by mail, by fax, or by email, a signature
verification statement signed by the voter and the elections official receives the
statement no later than 5 p.m. two days prior to the certification of the election, or the
voter, before the close of the polls on election day, completes and submits a signature
verification statement to a polling place within the county or a ballot dropoff box.

(B) Upon receipt of the signature verification statement, the elections official
shall compare the signature on the statement with the signature on file in the voter’s
record.

(1) If upon conducting the comparison of signatures the elections official
determines that the signatures compare, the elections official shall deposit a paper
receipt of the ballot, in a secured envelope, in a ballot container in the elections official’s
office.

(ii) If upon conducting the comparison of the signatures the elections official
determines that the signatures do not compare, the ballot shall not be counted. The
elections official shall write the cause of the rejection on a paper receipt specific to
that ballot.

(5) The signature verification statement shall be in substantially the following
form and may be included on the same page as the notice and instructions specified in
paragraph (2):

“SIGNATURE VERIFICATION STATEMENT

I, , am a registered voter of County,
State of California. I declare under penalty of perjury that I requested and
voted an internet ballot. T am a resident of the precinct in which I have voted,
and T am the person whose name appears on the internet ballot. T understand
that if I commit or attempt any fraud in connection with voting, or if T aid or
abet frand or attempt to aid or abet fraud in connection with voting, I may be
convicted of a felony punishable by imprisonment for 16 months or two or
three years. I understand that ray failure to sign this statement means that my
internet ballot will be invalidated.

Voter’s Signature

Address”

(6) An elections official shall include the internet ballot signature verification
statement and instructions provided in this subdivision on the elections official’s internet
website and shall provide the elections official’s mailing address, email address, and
facsimile transmission number on the internet web page containing the statement and
instructions.



08/23/21 11:55 AM
20937 RN 21 14341 PAGE 8

(7) If the elections official determines that the signatures match, the official shall
use the signature in the signature verification statement, even if returned untimely, to
update the voter’s signature for future elections.

(e) A ballot or ballot receipt shall not be removed from its secured envelope until
the time for processing ballots. A ballot shall not be rejected for cause after the envelope
has been opened.

(f) An elections official shall keep a record of each internet ballot rejected under
this section and the reasons for the rejection. This information shall be made available,
without disclosing any personal information of the voter who submitted the ballot, in
any subsequent audit of the election.

4512. With assistance from the Secretary of State, the elections official shall
establish procedures to track and confirm the receipt of voted internet ballots and to
make this information available by means of online access using the county’s elections
division internet website. If the county does not have an elections division internet
website, the elections official shall establish a toll-free telephone number that may be
used to confirm the date a voted internet ballot was received.

4513. The internet voting system developed by the Secretary of State pursuant
to this division shall include an accessible voter verified audit trail, using paper, compact
disc, or other hard copy format approved by the Secretary of State. Hard copy receipts
of each ballot shall be retained by the elections official, the Secretary of State, and a
third party selected by the Secretary of State for a period of at least 22 months.

4514. Internet ballots, applications for an internet ballot, and any other
documents or materials prepared pursuant to this division shall be made available in
English and other languages in accordance with Section 14201 and the federal Voting
Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. Sec. 10101 et seq.).

4515. (a) Within three days following the certification of any election, the
elections official shall publish the following information from that election on the
website of the relevant jurisdiction:

(1) The number of applications for an internet ballot received by the elections
official.

(2) The number of applications for an internet ballot approved by the elections
official. ’

(3) The number of internet ballots cast at the election.

(4) The number of voters who applied for an internet ballot but cast a ballot by
another means.

(5) The number of internet ballots that were cast but not counted.

(6) Such additional information as the Secretary of State may requite.

(b) Within three days following the certification of any statewide election, the
Secretary of State shall post the statewide totals of the information described in
paragraphs (1) through (6) from that election on the Secretary of State’s website.

4516. From moneys appropriated by the Legislature, the Controller shall
reimburse elections officials for additional costs incurred by complying with this
division.

SEC. 2. Section 18372 is added to the Elections Code, to read:

18372. (a) A candidate or representative of a candidate, or a proponent,
opponent, or representative of a proponent or opponent, of an initiative, referendum,
or recall measure, or of a charter amendment, shall not solicit the vote of a person
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voting by internet ballot, or do any electioneering, while in the residence or in the
immediate presence of the voter, and during the time that person knows the voter is
voting by internet ballot.

(b) Any person who knowingly violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(c) This section does not apply if the voter voting by internet ballot willingly
places themself in the presence of electioneering material.

(d) This section shall not be construed to conflict with any provision of the federal
Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, nor to preclude electioneering by mail or
telephone or in public places, except as prohibited by Section 18370, or by any other
provision of law.

SEC. 3. Section 18564.1 is added to the Elections Code, to read:

18564.1. Any person is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment pursuant
to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 of the Penal Code for two, three, or four years who,
before or during an election:

(a) Tampers with, interferes with, or attempts to interfere with, the correct
operation of, or willfully damages in order to prevent the use of, any internet voting
machine or internet voting system, including any related software program source
codes.

(b) Interferes or attempts to interfere with the secrecy of voting or ballot tally
software program source codes for internet voting.

(c) Knowingly, and without authorization, makes or has in that person’s
possession a key to an internet voting machine that has been certified and will be used
in elections in this state.

(d) Willfully substitutes or attempts to substitute forged or counterfeit ballot
tally software program source codes for internet voting.

(e) Otherwise interferes with the casting of an internet ballot with the intention
of depriving the voter of the opportunity to vote.

SEC. 4. Section 18579 is added to the Elections Code, to read:

18579. Any person who applies for, or who votes or attempts to vote, an internet
ballot by fraudulently signing the name of a fictitious person, or of a regulatly qualified
voter, or of a person who is not qualified to vote, is guilty of a felony punishable by
imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 of the Penal Code for 16
months or two or three years, by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000),
or by both that fine and imprisonment.
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