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The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief 
purpose and points of the proposed measure: 

DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING OF DOCTORS.  MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 

LAWSUITS.  INITIATIVE STATUTE.  Requires drug and alcohol testing of doctors and 

reporting of positive test to the California Medical Board.  Requires Board to suspend doctor 

pending investigation of positive test and take disciplinary action if doctor was impaired while 

on duty.  Requires health care practitioners to report any doctor suspected of drug or alcohol 

impairment or medical negligence.  Requires health care practitioners to consult state 

prescription drug history database before prescribing certain controlled substances.  Increases 

$250,000 cap on pain and suffering damages in medical negligence lawsuits to account for 

inflation.  Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact 

on state and local government:  State and local government costs associated with higher 

medical malpractice costs, likely at least in the low tens of millions of dollars annually, 

potentially ranging to over one hundred million dollars annually.  Potential state and local 

government costs associated with changes in the amount and types of health care services 

that, while highly uncertain, potentially range from relatively minor to hundreds of 

millions of dollars annually.  (13-0011.) 


