November 9, 2023
Initiative 23-0023 (Amdt. 1)

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief
purpose and points of the proposed measure:

INCREASES PRISON SENTENCES AND REQUIRES WARNING ABOUT POSSIBLE
HOMICIDE CHARGES FOR DISTRIBUTING CERTAIN DRUGS RESULTING IN
DEATH. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Creates new mandatory minimum of 10- to 12-year prison
sentence—in addition to possible homicide charges—for distributing certain opiates that cause a
user’s death, and makes such offense subject to enhanced penalties under Three Strikes Law.
Requires courts to advise individuals convicted of drug offenses for specified drugs (including
fentanyl, heroin, cocaine, methamphetamine, and PCP) that they can be charged with homicide
in the future if someone dies from taking a drug they provide. Summary of estimate by
Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments:
Increased state criminal justice system costs likely in the tens of millions of dollars
annually, primarily due to an increase in the state prison population. Reduced county
criminal justice system costs likely in the millions of dollars annually, primarily due to a

reduction in the number of people in county jail and under county community supervision.
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