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Other Fiscal Impacts. This measure could result in an ongoing increase in county workload
to the extent that jurisdictional hearings that currently are decided by a judge are instead decided
by a jury. For example, child welfare departments and/or county attorneys may need to spend
more time preparing for jury trials because of the different rules related to how and what
information can be presented to a jury. In addition, they may need to spend more time in court
because jury trials generally take more time. To the extent that the measure results in a
substantial number of jury trials for jurisdictional hearings, these costs could potentially reach
the low millions of dollars annually. However, some or all of the county costs resulting from
increased workload could potentially be shifted to the state. This is because the State
Constitution generally requires that the state fund child welfare related cost increases resulting
from state legislation. However, the actual costs are unknown and would depend on the number
of individuals who choose a jury trial in jurisdictional hearings.

Summary of Fiscal Effects. This measure would have the following major fiscal effects:

e Unknown ongoing net fiscal impact on state courts that would depend significantly on
(1) how the measure is interpreted and implemented by the courts and (2) how
individuals respond to the ability to demand a jury trial in child custody and juvenile
dependency jurisdictional hearings.

e Potential ongoing increase in county costs that could reach the low millions of dollars
annually related to juvenile dependency jurisdictional cases—some or all of which
could be shifted to the state.
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