CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
TITLE 11. LAW
DIVISION 1. ATTORNEY GENERAL
CHAPTER 9. REPORT OF CHILD ABUSE

FINAL TEXT OF PROPOSED REGULATIONS

Article 1. Administration of the Child Abuse Central Index
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8 901. Form Required for Submitting Report of Known or Suspected Child Abuse or
Severe Neglect.
£a) When an agency that is required to report instances of known or suspected child abuse or

severe neglect in accordance with Penal Code section 11169 conducts an active

investigation and determines that the allegation(s) of child abuse or severe neglect is

substantiated, as those terms are defined by Penal Code sections 11165.1, 11165.2,
subdivision (a), 11165.3, 11165.4, 11165.5, and 11165.12, the agency must submit a
report in writing of the substantiated child abuse or severe neglect to the California
Department of Justice (DOJ) on the Child Abuse or Severe Neglect Indexing Form,
BCIA 8583 (Rev. 06/2024), incorporated by reference herein.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ)
‘CHILD ABUSE OR SEVERE NEGLECT INDEXING FORM (BCIA 8583)

‘GUIDELINES FOR USE AND COMPLETION
(For legal requirements regarding reporting abuse or severe neglect. refer 1o California Penal Code sections 11164 through J174.3.)

'0 DOJ

111659 and 11169 o the DO every incident of /, g
and for which it ut re neglect are not
s finding of possible

WHAT INCIDENTS MUST BE
Abuse of a minor child, i.e.
(Refer to Penal Code sections 11165.1 1

the age of 18 years, involving any one of the below
igh 11165.6 for definitions.)

= Physical injury * Willful harming/e
* Mental/emotional suffering *  Unlawful inishment/injury
«  Sexual (abuse, assault and exploitation) Death
+  Severe neglect
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

+  Indicale whether you are submitting an INITIAL
*  Allinformation blocks contained on the BCIA 8583 shoul
able, indicate “UNK™ in the applicable field.

* Section B, block 2. The finding that allegations of child seveafl neglect are not unfounded is.

SUBSTANTIATED — Defined by Penal Code section 11165.1 ‘mean circumstances where the evidence makes it more likely than not
that child abuse or neglect, as defined, occurred.
INCONCLUSIVE — Defined by Penal Code section 11165.12¢f 1o circumstances where child abuse or neglect are determined not 10
e unfounded, as defined, but the findings are inconclusive it ifficient evidence 1o determine whether child abuse or neglect, as
defined. has occurred.

Section C, AMENDED REPORT INFORMATION —
a copy of the original BCIA 8583 and complete

or an AMENDED JJEPORT by checking the appropriate box at the top of the form.
mpleted submilting child protective agency. If information is not avail-

b BCIA 8583. Antach

CHANGED TO INCONCLUSIVE — A previ SUBSTANTIATED is being reclassified to INCON-
CLUSIVE.

CHANGED TOSUBSTANTIATED — A indi ONCLUSIVE is being reclassified 1o SUBSTAN-
TIATED.

INCONCLUSIVE is being reclassified to
UNFOUNDED.
ADDED ADDITIONAL INI Iy submitied BCIA 8583. (Cases in
CORRECTED REPORT L BCIA 8583 is b d.

UNDERLYING INV) ATIVE FILE NO LONGER AVAILABLE — Check this area if your agency no retains the underlying in-
a previously submitted BCIA 8583.

COMMENT 'se this area only if you are reporting amended information that relates 10 one victim or suspect there is to clarify which
the amended information applies 1o when the initial report contained multiple victims and/or suspects.

THE FORM (For DOJ Reporting Only)

of Justice
of Criminal Information and Analysis

ATTENTION:
Telephone: (916) 227-3285
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" Uwpirmen o Juyy

1604 C puborind
CMNg Abuse Or Severa Nagnci Ingedng Form
SEING R 308) FOR DOJ RCN USE Ol

CHILD ABUSE OR SEVERE NEGLECT INDEXING FORM
Enlize Form To be Compleled by Submiting Chiid Prawaciive Agancy
Pursuant to Penal Code sechion 11169

O AMm ED REPORT (atuch coiy o1 driginal $383 wnd comehs Jucane A, C end il 1her appliceble fhoxis)

A. SUBMITTING AGENCY
+ SUBMITYING AGENCRG (Ente <ompkaie narne and Rgancy type_ 14, Foice, Sheafl, Yellars, Probaiion 2 AGENCY REPORT HO /CASE NAM|
3 AGENCY ADDRESS N\ Siaen Tily Zi6 Coow T HAEOF WG FARTY T JIGENCY TELEFHDNE 7
H ]
v /

\ 7. B.- INCIDENTINFORMATION
1 PATEOF RERORT 2 TINgashpg 0l aitognkions alchiialis 00| RACASLAG- W uiounded)y. OETERAM DE (crcx onky one bon)
) SUBTANTITED (Penal Coda awciion 11185 12001 £] INCONCLUSIVE_ (Rural Codegfcion 11185 12(00)
T DATE OF (NCIDENT T TYPE ORABUSE, (Chach 008 0f More} i

D SEXUMFABUSE, ASEAULT. EXPLOTATION !

O PUTSICANQUURY [ MENTAL/ EMOTIONAL SUFFERING

SEVERE NEC\ECT

Ongmal agancy Repar HO'Csee Neme: AN Cew of Incidanl y 4 Type ol Anuie
[ CHAHGED TO INCONCLUSIVE \3DED ADDFIONAL INFORMATON
D fHANGED YO SUBSTANTATED DY\\QRRECTED REFORT (NFORMAT]
T NOW UNFOUNDED 5 WQERLY NS RVESTIGATIVE FIgd LOHGER AVALAGLE
Commenl
Sf DQPARTI¥ 0 Ll

‘I NAME  Le#l Firel &: AFPRGX
I

T
i [DFEmaLE f o

N I
! DG VICTMS INJURIES RESLLT I DEATH?
: YES [mETsd ) uNKNOWN
) B ONAME Last Firat B Twpmu D) MaLE T
P § DFemue ¢
5 [P0 VICTIMS INAURIES RESULT I DEATHZ s PRRITALLY DISABLED {4512(A) wur: )
> [ives Lino D unkowi
NAME  Lagt Fimat I "APPROR, 1T MaLE H
5 st Ofemus |
bIo VIS TS INJURIES RESULT N CEATH? 15 VICTila OEVELOPMENTALLY INGABLED H512() WENT |
1 vES NO D) UNKHOWN O] Yes =350 [T UNHNOR
NAME  Las! Fn [T ARA WFPROX  LIMALE T
AGE A i
A . Oresae  § I
ADDRESS' Sl Zp Coge HOT Fﬂr rm rm rocnue 0Ty MOMBER DRIVER 5 LICEACE HUMDE R
w1
< |
L
o
&
o f
2
12
T1 PARENUSTERPARENT ___ LISIBLING __(J OTHER RELATIVE __{J rmsnmacom\mu
: HAME Lorr Fan m S
B Mame e ol FRO:
& / {ﬁ AGE D FENLE
T
= [ el iy APLROX ) MALE
=] § el I FesmL
Furer Madmy APPTOA TE MaLE -
' B rae 'O remae W
T GCE CODES: W.Wana. B-BINGE, F.FINpenic, - American Indian, FrETIGING, FERtlc I9ancer, CCinmes, JUBFaness, A-Ciher ASan, Z-Avan Indien, O.ComBoman,
Guamanian, U-Hawslian, KKoresn, L-Laotian, S-Semoan, V.l inamn », 0.0hr, K-Unknomn
USE ADDITIONAL SHEET(S) IF NECESSARY CHECH WERE I ATDITIONAL SHEGT{S) 19 ATTACHED.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 11169 and 11170{a)1), Penal Code. Reference: Sections

11169} and 11170(a)}2), Penal Code.

8§ 902. Responsibilities of Agencies Submitting Reporting Form.

(a) When completing and submitting a BCIA 8583, agencies can review the Instructions for

Completing the Child Abuse or Severe Neglect Indexing Form (BCIA 8583) (rev. 03/2025),

incorporated herein by reference, for assistance with completing the form in accordance with this

section. Hr-orderto-fully-meet-its-obligations-underCANRA2AN agency required to report

instances of known or suspected child abuse or severe neglect must submit a complete aH-ef-the
information-on-the-BCIA 8583. A fully completed BCIA 8583 must have all of the required

information in subdivision (a)(1). Only information from a fully completed BCIA 8583 will be
entered into the Child Abuse Central Index (CACI). In accordance with subdivision (b),
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tincomplete forms, which are forms that do not have all of the required information listed in

subdivision (a)(1), will be returned to the submitting agency and. Tthe agency must then

resubmit a fully completed form to fulfill its reporting responsibilities under the Child Abuse and
Neglect Reporting Act (CANRA) and Penal Code section 11169, subdivision (a)._Under Penal
Code section 11170, subdivision (a)(2),prevides-that the submitting agency is solely responsible
for the accuracy and completeness of the report required by CANRA and states-that-the DOJ is
only responsible for ensuring that the CACI accurately reflects the report it receives from the

submitting agency. Accordingly, the-DOJ presumes that the information previdedreported by the

submitting agency on the BCIA 8583 is accurate. Fhe-DOJ does not conduct an investigation to

verify the accuracy of the infermationreport submitted nor does it investigate the quality or

accuracy of the child abuse or severe neglect investigation conducted by the submitting agency.
(1) Required information for a BCIA 8583 to be considered fully complete:

(i) Submitting agency information

A. Submitting agency, information such as, address, city, state, ZIP code,

name of submitting party, title, telephone number

B. Welfare or probation box must be checked (only one of the two)

C. Initial report or amended report box must be checked

1. If the agency indicates an amended report is being submitted, it

must provide the original agency report number/case name, initial

report submission date, date of incident, type of abuse, and indicate

how the original report is being amended, either unfounded or

inconclusive, new information, corrected report, or the agency no

longer retained the investigative file.

D. Submitting agency report number or case name (must have at least one

of the two)
E. Date of report

F. Date of incident

G. The finding that allegations of child abuse or severe neglect is

substantiated box must be checked

H. Type of abuse must be checked (as many as apply)

(i) Victim(s) information
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A. Last name, first name
B. Date of birth
C. Gender

(iii) Suspect Information

A. Last name, first name
B. Date of birth
C. Whether the suspect is 17 years or younger
D. Gender
E. Relationship to victim (only one box may be checked)
(2) Information that is not required for a BCIA 8583 to be considered fully complete and

may be left blank:

() Other interested party.

(i1) Any of the below information that is provided for the victim or suspect:
A. Race
B. Height and weight

C. Hair and eye color

D. Social Security number

E. Driver’s license number
F. Address
(iii) Whether the victim’s injuries resulted in death box may be checked, either

ves, no, unknown, or left blank.

(iv) Is victim developmentally disabled box may be checked, either yes, no,

unknown, or left blank.
(v) If a BCIA 8583 is returned due to missing information and the agency cannot

provide the required information, the agency should discontinue the submission

rather than resubmit the incomplete form.
(b) If a submitting agency submits an incomplete BCIA 8583, DOJ will return the BCIA 8583 to

the submitting agency, along with a letter listing the missing information and explaining why
that BCIA 8583 has been rejected. The rejection letter will be sent to the point of contact
designated by the submitting agency and listed on the BCIA 8583. The submitting agency must
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promptly provide the missing information and resubmit the completed BCIA 8583 to DOJ for

inclusion of that report in the CACI.

(c) Only one suspect can be listed per BCIA 8583. Each additional suspect will require a separate

BCIA 8583. These are referred to as supplemental reports.

(bd) A submitting agency must immediately notify the-DOJ of any changes to information
previously reportedprevided on athe BCIA 8583 by submitting an amended BCIA 8583.
Instances when an amended BCIA 8583 is required may includes, but is not limited to, a
circumstance where the submitting agency, acting pursuant to a court order or otherwise,

changes a prior finding of substantiated erineenelusive-child abuse or severe neglect to one of
unfounded _or inconclusive child abuse or severe neglect.—Cenversely—if-an-original-finding-efan

(ee) A primary purpose of the CACI is to permit authorized entities to locate prior reports
detailing investigations of known or suspected child abuse or severe neglect. The submitting
agency must permanently retain investigative reports for which itthe agency has submitted a
BCIA 8583, or_an earlier version thereofof a reporting form, if the irvestigativerepert

victims-or-suspeets-must-beretained-permanenthyinvestigation determined the allegation(s) of

child abuse or severe neglect to be substantiated. The retention requirement applies to all

agencies, including but not limited to, police departments and sheriff’s departments, which have

previously submitted a report of substantiated child abuse or severe neglect to DOJ even if an
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agency is no longer required to make reports to the CACI. The reporting agency need not retain

its investigative files when: (1) the suspect in the CACI reaches 100 years of age; (2) the suspect

was a minor at the time of the incident, ten years have passed since the incident date, the suspect

has no subsequent reports, and was listed only once in the CACI.

(df) If a submitting agency has lost, destroyed, or otherwise no longer retains, or pursuant to
court order has sealed the investigatory report(s) for a-prior reports that are indexed e#in the
CACI, the submitting agency shall immediately notify the-DOJ of the loss, destruction, sealing,
or non-retention of the investigatory report by filing an amended BCIA 8583 indicating that the
investigatory report is no longer retained. Fre-DOJ will remove from_the CACI the names of
individualspersons identified in the lost, destroyed, sealed, or no longer retained investigatory
report(s) indexed in the CACI.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 11169 and 11170{a)1), Penal Code. Reference: Sections
11169¢a),11169(e)- 111 70(a}h)11170(a}2) and 11170¢a}3), Penal Code.

8§ 903. Entities Authorized to Access CACI Information May Not Make Determinations
Based Solely on the CACI Listing.

A primary purpose of the CACI is to permit authorized entities to locate prior reports detailing
investigations of known or suspected child abuse or severe neglect. An entity receiving
information from the CACI is responsible for reviewing the underlying investigative report(s)
from the agency submittingthat submitted the CACI report(s) and making an independent
assessment regarding the merits of the investigating agency’s finding of substantiated e
ineonelusive-child abuse or severe neglect.

allaTalidaTaWa allabs A\/Q a

employment,-licensing;-adoption-or-placement-of-a-child-An entity receiving the CACI
information shall not act solely upon the CACI information or the fact that an-individuala person

is listed enin the CACI to grant or deny any benefit or right.

Page 10 of 14



NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 11167.5, 1116933170{a}{1); 11170(bX{9{A) and 11170{e}{2)},

Penal Code. Reference: Sections 11167.5, 11169(a); 13370{bX{OHA)-11170(e)-and 11170{e}2),
Penal Code.

8 904. DOJ Notification When a Submitting Agency Provides Names Identified in Existing
CACI Entries.

(a) When the-DOJ receives a completed BCIA 8583 identifying the name of a suspect or victim
that results in a possible match with names contained in the CACI, the-DOJ will notify the
submitting agency in writing of the prior report in the CACI which has the same possible suspect
or victim match. The notification will include the name of the prior submitting agency, the
submitting agency’s report number for the prior report, the date of the report, and the
determination made by thatthe agency as-te-whetherthat the allegation of child abuse or severe
neglect was tneenelusive-er-substantiated. Fhe-DOJ will also provide notification and the above

information to prosecutors who requested notification of subsequent CACI entries regarding

victims or suspects identified in prior investigative reports entered in the CACI.

{e)(b) The notifications set forth in subdivisions (a) areb}-will be made even if the agency
submitting the new report is the same agency that submitted the prior report.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 11170(a}2), Penal Code. Reference: Sections 11169(¢);
11170(pH)-10)-11170(e)11170(d}-and-11170(e)}, Penal Code.

8 905. Releasing CACI Information in Response to Inquiries fErom Authorized Entities.
The information contained in the CACI is confidential and will only be disclosed to those
indhvidualspersons or entities authorized by law to receive it, including but not limited to:

(a) An agency conducting an investigation of child abuse or severe-neglect, or a district attorney
making a request, will be provided CACI information pertaining to the specific
indhvidualperson(s) being investigated. An agency conducting an ongoing investigation of
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known or suspected child abuse or severe neglect may request, and shall be provided, CACI
information regarding prior investigations by the same or other agencies before completing its
current ongoing investigation and submitting the BCIA 8583 required for its current ongoing
investigation. Requests must be submitted on a Faesimile-thguiryRequest For Child Abuse
Central Index (CACI) Search, BCIA 4084 (Rev. 06/2024), incorporated by reference

herein.check BCIA-4084(Rev-3/09)form- Forms can be found on the Califerniataw
Enforcement-Website (CLEW)-or-uponreguest-to-the BOJCalifornia Attorney General’s website

at www.oag.ca.gov/childabuse/forms.

(b) Authorized persons or entities making inquiries for purposes such as employment, licensing,
in-state or out-of-state adoption, or child placement will be provided CACI information

pertaining to the suspect only. Information will include the name of the submitting agency, the

submitting agency’s report number, and the date of the report. Inquiries for employment,

licensing, or in-state adoption requests must be submitted via live scan. Inquiries for child

placement must be submitted on the BCIA 4084. Inquiries for out-of-state adoption must be
submitted on the Child Abuse Central Index Inquiry (CACI) Request for Out-Of-State Foster
Care & Adoption Agencies, BCIA 4057 (Rev. 06/2024), incorporated by reference herein. Forms

can be found on the California Attorney General’s website at www.o0ag.ca.gov/childabuse/forms.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 11167, 11167.5, 11169, 11170{a)}}); and 11170.5, Penal Code.

Reference: Sections 11167, 11167.5, 11169, 11170(b}D)-(10)11170(e)-11170(d)-11170¢e) and
11170.5, Penal Code.

8 906. Disclosure of CACI Information Tto Members of the Public.

(a) When a notarized Child Abuse Central Index (CACI) Self Inquiry Request, BCIA 4056 (Rev.
09/0911/2024), incorporated by reference herein,ferm satisfying Penal Code section 11170,
subdivision (f)(1), i
from a-member-of-the-publica person to determine if that memberofthepublieperson is listed in

the CACI, and the inquiry results in a possible match to a suspect or victim listed in the CACI,

is received
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http://www.oag.ca.gov/childabuse/forms
http://www.oag.ca.gov/childabuse/forms

the-DOJ will: notify the person in writing whether they are listed in the CACI as a suspect or

victim and provide the name of the submitting agency and the date of the report. DOJ will

automatically provide a copy of the personal information maintained in the CACI relating to the

requesting party for their examination. The BCIA 4056 is available on the California Attorney

General’s website at www.0ag.ca.gov/childabuse/forms.

(eb) A person may inspect, review, dispute, amend, and correct information contained in_the
CACI as specified in the Information Practices Act of 1977. However, the decision whether to
list a person in the CACI rests solely with the submitting agency, and any challenges regarding
placing a person en-in the CACI must be filed with the submitting agency.

(bc) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), wM/hen a notarized written request is received by DOJ

(see Penal Code section 11170, subdivision (g)) from a person listed in the CACI only as a

victim of child abuse or severe neglect who wishes to be removed from the CACI, and that

person is 18 years of age or older, the-DOJ will alse:remove the person's name, address, Social

Security number, and date of birth (and any other descriptive information about the person) from

the CACI. DOJ will also notify the person in writing that their name and descriptor information

have been removed from the CACI.
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NOTE: Authority cited: Section 11170(a}3}, Penal Code. Reference: Sections 11170{H), and
11170{g)}, Penal Code; and Sections 1798.25, 1798.32, 1798.33, 1978-341798.34 and
1978.-351798.35, Civil Code.
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