


   
 

    
   

      
   

 
 
  

   

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CARE Community Briefing: Know Your Voting Rights 

AGENDA 

I. Welcome 
II. New Voter Protection Resources from CA DOJ 

• Damon Brown, Special Assistant Attorney General 
• Eleanor Blume, Special Assistant Attorney General 

III. CA Voter Bill of Rights from SOS
• Steve Reyes, Chief Counsel & Jana M. Lean, Chief of Elections 

IV. Reaching Historically Marginalized Voters
• AAPI FORCE- EF 
• CA Black Power Network 
• Common Cause CA 
• League of Women Voters CA 
• Poder Latinx 

V. Questions 
VI.  Conclude 



   

Voting Rights 
Special Assistant Attorneys General Damon Brown and Eleanor Blume 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DOJ Voting Rights Work 

Role and responsibilities 

• Title & Summary 
• Enforcement 
• Legislative 
• Amicus Briefs/Multistate Letters 
• Support for Secretary of State 
• Guidance/Legal Alerts 



     
    

 

   
        

     
    

       
  

      
  

 

 

 

 

DOJ Voting Rights Work 

Role and responsibilities 

Title & Summary 
• The ballot initiative process gives California citizens a way to 

propose laws and constitutional amendments without the support 
of the Governor or the Legislature 

• One of the many responsibilities of the Attorney General is to 
prepare a title and summary for proposed initiative measures prior 
to the circulation of qualification petitions. State law requires a 
proponent to furnish the Attorney General's Office with the 
complete text of a proposed initiative measure for preparation of 
an official title and summary. 

• After preparation, the title and summary is submitted with the 
proposed initiative measure to the Secretary of State 

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ballot-measures/attorney-general-information


  
       

 
   

   
   

   

  
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

DOJ Voting Rights Work 

Role and responsibilities 

Enforcement 
• Lawsuits 

• State of California v. City of Huntington Beach: lawsuit challenging
municipal voter ID amendment to city charter as unlawful and
preempted by state law 

• State of California v. County of Fresno: lawsuit against Fresno County
challenging its recently passed initiative, Measure A, which amended
the county’s charter to move elections for district attorney and sheriff 
away from the presidential cycle to the gubernatorial cycle. 

• Investigations 
• Butte County FAIR MAPs Act 
• LA City Council Redistricting 

• Correspondence & Public Engagement 
• Shasta County 



 

    
   
    

 

  
   

   
   

      
    

 

 

 

DOJ Voting Rights Work 

Role and responsibilities 

Attorney General Bonta Supported Legislation 

• AB 764 (Bryan & Cervantes, Ch. 343, Statutes of 2023) FAIR MAPS 
Act of 2023: Strengthened and expanded standards for public 
engagement, extended fair line-drawing criteria to all local 
jurisdictions, and banned incumbency-protection gerrymandering. 

• AB 2839 (Pellerin & Berman, Ch. 262, Statutes of 2024) Deceptive 
Media in Electoral Advertisements: Prohibits a person, committee, 
or other entity from distributing a campaign advertisement or 
other election communication containing materially deceptive 
content with malice to influence an election or solicit funds for a 
candidate or campaign, during the time period close to an election. 



     
   

 
    

     
 

       
     

       
    

     
    

  
     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOJ Voting Rights Work 

Role and responsibilities 

Amicus Briefs 
• Hopkins v. Watson (5th Circuit): support of the plaintiffs challenging Mississippi’s 

constitutional provisions that permanently disenfranchise persons convicted of certain 
felony offenses. 

• Republican National Committee v. Wetzel (5th Circuit): supports the Mississippi law that 
permits absentee ballots to be counted if postmarked by Election Day and received within 
five days of Election Day 

• League of Women Voters of Florida v. Florida Secretary of State (11th Circuit): urging the 
Court to reject the State of Florida’s attempt to revive a discriminatory voter suppression 
law (SB 90) that was struck down by the district court, and unlawful attempt to undermine 
voting access by, among other things, severely restricting the use of ballot drop boxes. 

• Grant v. Secretary of State of Georgia (11th Circuit): urging Eleventh Circuit to affirm a 
federal district court’s ruling that Georgia’s congressional and legislative maps violate 
Section Two of the Voting Rights Act (VRA). 

• Albence v. Mennella; supporting Delaware’s early voting law as within its constitutional 
authority to  adopt means, methods and instruments of voting 



        
     

    
    

             
       

      
      

     
       

       
      

   

 

 

 

 

DOJ Voting Rights Work 

Role and responsibilities 

Multistate Letters 
• Joined 51 bipartisan attorneys general to issue a warning letter to Life Corp that 

allegedly sent New Hampshire residents scam election robocalls during the New 
Hampshire primary election using artificial intelligence to impersonate President 
Biden and discourage voters from participating in the primary. 

• Sent a letter to executives at eight of the largest social media and artificial intelligence 
(AI) companies, reminding them that existing California laws prohibit certain types of 
voter intimidation, deception, and dissuasion, and that those laws may apply to 
content posted on social media platforms and content generated by AI. 

• Joined multistate coalition in a letter requesting the United States Department of 
Justice open an investigation into raids recently conducted by the Texas Attorney 
General’s Office targeting Latino voting rights organizers, candidates for office, and 
community volunteers to determine whether these raids constitute violations of civil 
rights, including the right to vote. 



 
  

      
    

 

 
 

DOJ Voting Rights Work 

Role and responsibilities 

Support for Secretary of State 
• Defend and partner with Secretary of State in legal actions 
• On-Call legal assistance to SOS on enforcing election laws throughout 

the State up to and on Election Day 



   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

DOJ Voting Rights Work 

Role and responsibilities 
Guidance/Legal Alerts 

• Law Enforcement Bulletins 
• Protecting CA Voters From Election Interference & 

Voter Intimidation & Deception 

• Rights of Voters with Disabilities 

• Consumer Alerts 
• Spread of Election Misinformation 



  Voter Bill of Rights 



  
  

What is the Voter 
Bill of Rights? 

TEN basic rights 
all voters have in 
California 



 

  

 

Where to find the 
Voter Bill of Rights: 
SOS WEBSITE: 
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter 
-bill-rights 

Official Voter Information Guide 
(page 2) 

10 languages 
and audio version 

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-bill-rights
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-bill-rights


Where to find the 
Voter Information 
Guide: 

-Voterguide.sos.ca.gov 

-Your mailbox 

-Mobile-friendly VIG: 

https://Voterguide.sos.ca.gov


  

    
  

  

  
   

  

 
 
 
 

 

The Voter Bill of Rights 

ONE: 

The right to vote if you are a registered voter. 

You are eligible to vote if you are:
• a U.S. citizen living in California 
• at least 18 years old 
• registered where you currently live 
• not currently serving a state or federal prison term 

for the conviction of a felony 
• not currently found mentally incompetent to vote by 

a court 



    
   

    
     

The Voter Bill of Rights 

TWO: 

The right to vote if you are a registered voter even if your 
name is not on the list. 

You will vote using a provisional ballot. Your vote will be 
counted if elections officials determine that you are eligible 
to vote. 



  

The Voter Bill of Rights 

THREE: 

The right to vote if you are still in line when the polls close. 



  
  

The Voter Bill of Rights 

FOUR: 

The right to cast a secret ballot without anyone bothering you 
or telling you how to vote. 



    
    

 
   

   
  

The Voter Bill of Rights 

FIVE: 

The right to get a new ballot if you have made a mistake,
if you have not already cast your ballot. 

You can: 
Ask an elections official at a polling place for a new ballot, 

Exchange your vote-by-mail ballot for a new one at an
elections office, or at your polling place, or 

Vote using a provisional ballot. 



 
    

The Voter Bill of Rights 

SIX: 

The right to get help casting your ballot from anyone you 
choose, except from your employer or union representative. 



 
 

The Voter Bill of Rights 

SEVEN: 

The right to drop off your completed vote-by-mail ballot at any 
polling place in California. 



     
   

The Voter Bill of Rights 

EIGHT: 

The right to get election materials in a language other
than English if enough people in your voting precinct 
speak that language. 



   
       

      
       

The Voter Bill of Rights 

NINE: 

The right to ask questions to elections officials about election
procedures and watch the election process. If the person you 
ask cannot answer your questions, they must send you to the 
right person for an answer. If you are disruptive, they can stop 
answering you. 



   
    

The Voter Bill of Rights 

TEN: 

The right to report any illegal or fraudulent election activity to 
an elections official or the Secretary of State’s office. 



 

   

   

   

Reporting Issues to Secretary of State 

ONLINE: www.sos.ca.gov 

BY PHONE: 800-345-VOTE (8683) 

BY EMAIL: elections@sos.ca.gov 



 

 

   
     

   
   

    

   
  

 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

Reporting Issues to Secretary of State 

HOW TO REPORT ISSUES: 

• Who – Your name, phone #, contact info/Organization? 
• What – What exactly are you reporting? (Intimidation 

incident? No signage? A disturbance? Electioneering? 
• When – When did this happen? 
• Where – Where did it happen? Address/Precinct number? 

Be precise. 
• Have you reported it to anyone? (i.e. Registrar, etc) 
• Any other helpful information. Witness information? 

Description/names of others involved? 

These guidelines help us resolve issues quickly . . . 



Translated Voter Information 



Trustworthy Resources 

cavotes.org 

https://cavotes.org


Trustworthy Resources 

cavotes.or 
g 



Trustworthy Resources 

cavotes.or 
g 



Trustworthy Resources 

You r State Voter Information Guide contains information 
about federal and statewide candidates and statewide 
ballot measu res . The State Voter Information Gu ide is on ly 
mailed pnior to a statewide election. 

Your County Voter Information Guide {previously known 
as a "sample balllot'') contains a sample of you r ballot and 
information about local candidates and ballot measures, 
and , for some counties, the location of your polling place. A 
Cou nty Voter Information Guide is sent prior to statewide 
and local elections. 



Trustworthy Resources 

EasyVoterGuide.org 

https://EasyVoterGuide.org


Trustworthy Resources 



  
  

   
 

  

Trustworthy Resources 

Choose Pros/Cons in English 
or Spanish for a deeper dive 

into the state ballot 
measures, and the 

arguments for and against 
each measure. 



Trustworthy Resources 



 

 
 

  
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Who is CA Black 
Power Network? 

Over 40 Black-led and Black-
serving organizations across 

the state. 

Special focus on contacting 
traditionally hard-to-reach 

voter populations 

● Black immigrants 

● People without a 
stable address 

● Currently/formerly 
incarcerated individuals 



 
 
 

    
     

  
 

     
 

 

 

 

Prop 17 
& Voting 
Without 
Address 
or ID ● Prop 17 (2020) restored the right to vote 

for people currently on parole for 
felony convictions 

● If no stable address, can use an intersection 
as a residence 

● Instead of ID, ok to use a social 
security number 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 Main Issue Areas 

● Housing 
● Education 
● Healthcare 
● Real Safety 
● Healthy Built Environment 
● Democracy 
● Economic Opportunity 



  
 

 
 

    

  

Central Focus of CBPN 
Policy 

Development 
& Advocacy 

Civic 
Engagement 
& Organizing 

Narrative  
& Culture  

Protest & 
Direct Action 

Organizing  the power  of Black  grassroots  organizations,  leaders, and  residents.  

IVE (Integrated Voter Engagement)- engagement beyond election years, to 

ensure marginalized voices are helping to structure policy decisions. 



 

   

 

   

      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Voter Resources 
CBPN Voting 101 
● https://blackpowernetwork.org/voting-101/ 

○ Sign up to join the movement or reach out with questions 

● Dates/timelines 

● Eligibility reminders 

● Register, polling locations 

● How to vote by mail 

● Voter Information Guide & Where’s My Ballot? from SOS 

https://blackpowernetwork.org/voting-101/


  

  

               

 

    

 
 

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING TODAY’S WEBINAR 

Video and Presentation Materials Will Be Available At: 

oag.ca.gov/care/community-briefings 
Note: Please allow at least 2 weeks for the video to be uploaded. 

Upcoming Events: 

Demystifying the DOJ: Office of Community Awareness, Response
and Engagement 
Wednesday, December 11, 2024
10:00- 11:00 AM 
Virtual Presentation 
Register at: oag.ca.gov/care/demystifying-the-doj 

Contact Us: care@doj.ca.gov 

mailto:care@doj.ca.gov
https://oag.ca.gov/care/demystifying-the-doj
https://oag.ca.gov/care/community-briefings
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