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MENTAL EVALUATION UNIT
(MEU)

HISTORY
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On September 3, 1991, the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors convened the Incarcerated
Mentally Ill Task Force (IMITF), comprised of
concerned governmental and private agencies
charged with addressing growing public concerns
about the increased forced hospitalization and
incarceration of mentally ill citizens.
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In July 1992, the IMITF findings concluded
that there was a societal failure to adequately
meet the needs of the county’s mentally 1ll
population. The task force’s primary
recommendation to resolve this problem was
the implementation of a Systemwide Mental
Assessment Response Team (SMART) pilot
program.
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* In 1993, Los Angeles became one of the first
communities to partner LAPD officers with mental
health professionals in the form of a Systemwide

MEU OverView Mental Assessment Response Team (SMART).

* The program is co-supported by the Los Angeles
County Department of Mental Health (LACDMH)
and is the largest of its kind in the country.
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ORIGIN OF THE LAPD’S MENTAL EVALUATION UNIT:

The first documented procedure on the management of persons suffering from a mental illness,
were the Department’s Daily Training Bulletins, dated November 10 & 12, 1948. The Department
entity responsible for the management of persons suffering from a mental illness was the “Hospital
Detail,” at Central Receiving Hospital, on Georgia Street.
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The Five Pillars of MEU
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What We Teach
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MHIT
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MRIT
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MRHIT
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https://post.ca.gov/Portals
/0/post_docs/publications/
Mental Health.pdf
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MHIT

m https://youtu.be/LR_plzYZCPI
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Law Enforcement/ Mental Health
Collaboration

© 2024 Reyes 36106

Page 17 of 32



SB 882 Advisory Council Meeting October 18, 2024
Presentation on Los Angeles Police Department Mental Evaluation Unit and Crisis Response Support Section

© 2024 Reyes 36106

Page 18 of 32



SB 882 Advisory Council Meeting October 18, 2024
Presentation on Los Angeles Police Department Mental Evaluation Unit and Crisis Response Support Section

Page 19 of 32



SB 882 Advisory Council Meeting October 18, 2024
Presentation on Los Angeles Police Department Mental Evaluation Unit and Crisis Response Support Section

Page 20 of 32



SB 882 Advisory Council Meeting October 18, 2024
Presentation on Los Angeles Police Department Mental Evaluation Unit and Crisis Response Support Section

Deployment
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SMART
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SMART Goals
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Co-Response Policy
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Co-Response Policy for SMART
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Alternative Crisis Response (ACR
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Alternative Crisis Response (ACR)

* In February 2021, the LAPD launched a pilot program to
divert 911 calls so those in suicidal crisis or severe emotional
distress could receive appropriate mental health assistance
promptly, the Community Call Re-Direction to Ensure Suicide
Safety (CRESS).

 Communications Division dispatchers divert 9-1-1 calls
involving non-imminent suicidal or potentially suicidal
individuals to the Didi Hirsch Suicide Prevention Center
instead of initiating a police response. In July 2021, CRESS
was funded and became 24/7.

* From Jan 1 - September 28, 2024, there have been 1,123
calls diverted to Didi Hirsch.
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Alternative Crisis Response (ACR)

e Jan 2022, the "Crisis and Incident
Response through Community-Led
Engagement (CIRCLE)“ program began

* Deploys non-law enforcement teams to
calls involving homelessness to divert a
police response.

 When a call involves a crime (i.e. active
narcotics use), violence/potential for
violence, or involves someone who is NOT
homeless, the call is not appropriate to
divert to UA.

* From Jan 1-Sept 28, 2024, 14,762 calls
have been diverted.
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Alternative Crisis Response (ACR)
UMCR

* “Unarmed Model of Crisis Response”
* Pilot program - March 12, 2024

* Nonviolent calls related to mental
health, substance abuse and
behavioral distress, and well-being
checks to unarmed civilian personnel
who have expertise and training in de-
escalation, mediation, and conflict
resolution.

* From Mar 12 - Sept 28, 2024, 2,550
calls have been diverted.
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Alternative Crisis Response (ACR)

PMRT

* “Psychiatric Mobile Response
Team”

* Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health 1-
800-854-7771

* Provides non-law enforcement
crisis response for people
experiencing a psychiatric
emergency.
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Contacts

37045@lapd.online
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