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Overview

◂ Legislative Findings 

◂ Purpose 

◂ Duties 

◂ Membership 

◂ Powers 

◂ State Level Reparations

◂ Administration and Termination

May 3,1980 Wilton, 
CA: 

About fifty 
members of the 
Ku Klux Klan held 
a cross burning 
ceremony on a 
small ranch 
outside of 
Sacramento. Gun-
toting guards 
wearing Klan 
outfits and 
helmets 
surrounded the 
ranch, while 
members made 
speeches and 
paraded around 
the burning cross. 
Getty Images.



Background

◂ Passed 
September 30, 
2020

◂ A large margin of 
votes

3

Assembly Member Dr. Shirley 
Weber. Source: CA Secretary of 
State.



Legislative 
Findings



Legislative Findings

◂ More than four million 
Africans enslaved

◂ U.S. government 
sanctioned slavery

◂ Slavery was an immoral 
and inhumane 
deprivation of life
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Mifflin Gibbs, a prominent civil 
rights activist and entrepreneur in 
San Francisco waged war against 
California’s anti-black laws. 
Source: Library of Congress. 



Legislative Findings

◂ Ongoing legacy of 
slavery: systemic 
discrimination against 
Black people

◂ American government 
continued to benefit 
from the destruction of 
Black life
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Child convicts who were descendants of enslaved 
people forced to work without pay. 1903. Location 
unknown. 
Source: Library of Congress. 



Legislative Findings

◂ As a result, Black 
people 
disproportionately 
suffer in wealth, 
education, and 
health
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Data from From Here to Equality: Reparations for Black Americans 
in the Twenty First Century, by Kirsten Mullen and William Darity.
Graphic: California Department of Justice
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Purpose of the 
Task Force



Study and Develop Reparations Proposals

◂ The institution of 
slavery

◂ De jure and de facto 
discrimination

◂ Lingering effects of 
slavery on Black people 
and society in California
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In a 2019 investigation, the California Department of 
Justice found that a Marin County School District 
discriminated against a predominantly Black school in 
order to benefit a nearby white charter school.
Source: California Department of Justice



Duties of the 
Task Force



Task Force Duties

◂ Summarize evidence of:
◂ Capture, transport, 

and sale of African 
people

◂ Treatment of 
enslaved people

◂ Denial of humanity 
and sexual abuse
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Born enslaved, Biddy Mason walked 1,700 
miles behind her owner’s 300-wagon caravan 
to Los Angeles.  She became a midwife, 
landowner,  and founded the First African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Los Angeles in 
1872.  Source: National Park Service



Task Force Duties

◂ Summarize evidence of:
◂ Anti-Black 

Discrimination in law
◂ Anti-Black 

discrimination in 
public and private 
sector

◂ Lingering harm of 
slavery

13

Protesters stand outside of council chambers during a special 
city council meeting at Sacramento City Hall on March 27, 2018 
in Sacramento, California.  Source: Getty Images.



Task Force Duties

◂ Address:
◂ International standards of reparations
◂ State of California’s apology
◂ Elimination of laws and policies that 

perpetuate effects of slavery
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Task Force Duties

◂ Recommend:
◂ Policies, programs, 

projects for 
reversing injuries

◂ Calculating 
compensation, 
instrumentalities, 
eligibility

◂ Other forms of 
rehabilitation

15

Flier for 1972 Black Community Survival 
Conference held in California.
Source: Public Domain



Additional Duties of the Task Force

◂ Educate the California public of the 
task force’s findings

◂ Submit report by June 1, 2022
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Membership of 
the Task Force



Membership

◂ Nine members
◂ 5 by Governor
◂ 2 by President of Senate
◂ 2 by Speaker of Assembly

◂ From: academia, reparatory justice 
organizations

◂ Diverse backgrounds, experience 
implementing racial justice reform
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Membership

◂ Term: entirety of the Task Force
◂ 5 members = quorum
◂ Election of Chair and Vice Chair
◂ Reimbursement of expenses for 10 

meetings
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Powers of the 
Task Force



Powers of the Task Force

◂ Hold hearings
◂ Request witness testimony
◂ Request production of documents
◂ Compel testimony 
◂ Acquire information from state agencies
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Administrative 
Provisions of the 
Task Force



Administrative Provisions of the Task Force

◂ May compensate personnel
◂ Administrative, technical, and legal 

assistance of the Department of Justice
◂ Enter into contracts

23



State Level 
Reparations

“Any state level reparation 
actions that are undertaken as 
a result of this chapter are not a 
replacement for any 
reparations enacted at the 
federal level, and shall not be 
interpreted as such.”



Termination
July 1, 2023

This template by SlidesCarnival is free to use under Creative Commons Attribution license. 
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