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Climate Disasters Are Not Just Natural
Phenomena




Ghettoization and Climate Vulnerability
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Climate Change Affects Us All...




Climate Change = System of Oppression
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“‘supremacy”

“You can’t have climate change
without sacrifice zones, and you can’t
Colonization Patriarchy have sacrifice zones without
disposable people, and you can’t have
disposable people without racism.” -
Hop Hopkins



Getting to The Root of
Environmental Racism
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White Supremacy
+

Climate Change =

Sinister



http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/07/01/chapter-2-climate-change-and-energy-issues/

: Racial Capitalocene

As long as the climate crisis is articulated solely or primarily through an Anglocentric lens, it will
never be dismantled as we inch ever closer to total global entropy.

A history of the racialized Capitalocene will help us understand that climate change is not about
human hubris, but the result of the long history of colonialism and racial capitalism and its
Promethean thinking—the idea that “Man” can invent a mechanical, technical solution to any
problem.

“The Capitalocene dates back to the sixteenth century, which also witnessed the “discovery of the
New World" into which people were brought through the force of “blood and fire,”22 the slave
trade, the division of colonies among European powers, and the organization on a global scale of
a mobile, racialized, gendered, and bonded workforce. Slavery and colonialism had a deep impact
on the world-ecology.” - Jason Moore

We must, in our narrative of the racial Capitalocene, integrate this long memory of colonialism’s
impact and the fact that destruction in the colonial era becomes visible in the postcolonial era.
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A Preamble for Climate Reparations

"WE, THE PEOPLE OF COLOR, gathered together at this multinational People of Color
Environmental Leadership Summit, to begin to build a national and international
movement of all peoples of color to fight the destruction and taking of our lands and
communities, do hereby re-establish our spiritual interdependence to the sacredness
of our Mother Earth; to respect and celebrate each of our cultures, languages and
beliefs about the natural world and our roles in healing ourselves; to ensure
environmental justice; to promote economic alternatives which would contribute to
the development of environmentally safe livelihoods; and, to secure our political,
economic and cultural liberation that has been denied for over 500 years of
colonization and oppression, resulting in the poisoning of our communities and land
and the genocide of our peoples, do affirm and adopt these Principles of
Environmental Justice.” - 1991 Principles of Environmental Justice
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Conditions for a New Social Compact

#1 Be Inclusive

#3 Let People
Speak for
Themselves

#5 Build Just
Relationships
Among
Ourselves

#2 Emphasis on
Bottom-Up
Organizing

#4 Work
Together In
Solidarity and
Mutuality

#6 Commitment ,
to Self-
Transformation
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Five Perpetual Questions for Equity Through a
People’s Solution Lens

Source: Climate Justice
Alliance and Labor Network
for Sustainability, 2019




231

The Five Points of Intervention...Getting to a
People-Centered New Social Compact






