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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chapter 4.5 Reparations for the Institution of Slavery, Article 2 states: Task Force to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans, with a Special Consideration for African Americans Who are Descendants of Persons Enslaved in the United States. Section (F) of said article asks: What form of compensation should be awarded, through what instrumentalities, and who should be eligible for such compensation. The question set before the Task Force membership today rests in part 2 of Section (F) which asks who should be eligible to receive the benefit of reparations.  It is my understanding that the Task Force, in seeking genealogy testimony,are considering the implications of making eligibility dependent on one’s descention from American Chattel Slavery. The question I seek to answer is, if the criteria to receive reparations is based on one’s lineage and descention from American Chattel Slavery, How do you successfully identify persons who descend from this system using genealogy? How would an individual go about proving they descend from American chattel slavery? What are the methodologies and tools one would use to go about this exercise? What are the costs? Is it feasible to expect that a majority of African Americans living in California would be able to conduct this research themselves? What if any pitfalls might one encounter in researching their ancestry? Can these pitfalls be mitigated? To answer these questions we will discuss the following: An overview of what genealogy is and how it is used, the history of American record keeping in the United States as it applies to African Americans, Immigration laws pertaining to the voluntarily matriculation of those in the African diaspora seeking citizenship in the United States, and finally the methodologies and tools used to prove one’s descention from the institution of American slavery challenges and ways to overcome those challenges. I would like to add a disclaimer that as a genealogist, I will discuss and offer as solutions, websites, organizations and companies that I am not affiliated with nor am compensated to represent. I would also like to say that in no way will my presentation seek to answer “who should be eligible for reparations” I understand that the question will be answered by the Task Force. The purpose today is to explain “how” one would use genealogy IF eligibility is determined to be based on lineage.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The dictionary defines Genealogy as: “a line of descent traced continuously from an ancestor;” it is also described as “the study and tracing of lines of descent or development.”  A genealogist then, is someone who traces or studies lines of family descent. It must first be understood that genealogy is not an exact science. Before the advent of DNA testing and even in light of DNA testing to some extent, it is possible for genealogists to gather documentation, oral histories and DNA tests gathered in error. The paper documents used to prove lineage are all derived from oral accounts. Birth certificates, Census records, Social Security claims all have an element of attestation, where we have to trust that the information is true and correct to the best of the querant’s understanding. Genealogy, then, can only be as accurate as the information provided to the genealogist. The authenticity of a lineage based claim, then, should rest on the availability of records that show familial relationships and the evolution of those relationships over time and not the accuracy of the records themselves. We will define all documentation to prove one’s lineage as “genealogy records” going forward. It is also important to note that oral histories are considered genealogy records to the extent that those oral accounts reasonably be verified using the genealogy standard of proof as outlined by the American Professional Genalogiststs guide, which includes the use of corresponding documents to verify oral claims. For the purpose of this discussion, we must also define the group described in the Bill. In AB3121 it gives the description: “African Americans Who are Descendants of Persons Enslaved in the United States.” I understand this language to differentiate those Africans who were brought to America involuntarily from the continent of Africa for the purpose of building the economy of the United States through their enslavement, versus those of African descent who voluntarily matriculated to the United States for better opportunities or who escaped their countries of origins as refugees.



Five Generations 
of Enslaved 

African Amerians
From Professor Ira Berlin’s Book 

Generations of Captivity: A History 
of African-American Slaves

1. The Charter Generations of Africans: Early 1600 to late 1600s. Colonial
America before the emergence of the Plantation System, the enslaved
work closely with Europeans, integrating into society. One in five enslaved
persons are freed during this period.

2. The Plantation Generations: Late 1600 to early 1800s. The Plantation
system developed and America became dependent on slave labor. Slaves
worked harder and died younger.

3. The Revolutionary Generations: Late 1700s to early 1800s. The North
abandons slavery, slave rebellions become more frequent and violent,
emergence of a larger free black population, Free blacks form churches,
schools, slave laws became more Draconian in the South as a response.
The enslaved indentify “Africa”(continent) as a place of origin not
individual countries, regions or tribes within Africa.

4. The Migration Generations: Between 1810-1861 the Second Middle
Passage took place with this generation moving deeper into newly formed
southern states to work cotton and sugar plantations. Families were
separated more during this period as the South became responsible for
the majority of the nation’s GDP.

5. Freedom Generations: 1861-1890 This is the generation that existed
during and post-Civil War. The emergence of the African American citizen,
Black men are included on the 1867 Voter Registration List,
Sharecropping, Freedman’s Bureau and Reconstruction define this
generation.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to gain an understanding of who African Americans in California will be asked to identify in their search to prove they descend from slavery, I use Professor Ira Berlin’s understanding of the five distinct generations of enslaved persons in the United States as a guide to uncover which groupings of the enslaved are possible to identify through genealogy records. In the book Generations of Captivity by Dr. Ira Berlin, Enslaved Africans are subdivided into five generational groupings which describe the conditions and characteristics of the enslaved at different periods of American history. The first generation of enslaved Africans he describes as “The Charter Generations” comprising the time periods between the early 1600s to late 1600s. This generation represents Colonial America before the emergence of the Plantation System. During this era enslaved persons worked closely with Europeans, integrating into society, individually negotiating their circumstances. One in five enslaved persons were freed during this period. It is possible that those freed in this group evolved into “Free Persons of Color” (primarily) in the Northern United States, whose descendants can be identified in genealogy records as early as the administration of the first census in 1790 or records predating the 1790 census if colonial territories documented it’s citizenry. However, generally speaking, this group is the most difficult to trace due to the preservation of records in general from this time period. The Plantation Generations lived between late 1600s to early 1800s, and represent a fully developed Plantation system where America is dependent on slave labor. During this period, Dr. Berlin explains, the enslaved worked harder and died younger. It is difficult to find this generation of enslaved ancestors, however, it is possible to see the tail end of this generation show up in census records as early as 1870 if they were able to survive into old age. The Revolutionary Generation overlaps by 100 years the Plantation Generation, to describe those enslaved persons living during an era of extreme Revolutionary action by various ethnic groups. It is during this period that America, the French and Haitians began fighting for their independence and when Northern states begin abandoning slavery. Free Blacks in the North formed churches during this period and opened schools, while Southern states passed more restrictive laws governing the enslaved and their ability to gather, read and write. As states in the North abandoned slavery, for example, Pennsylvania outlawed slavery in 1783, the formerly enslaved were counted as citizens and will appear in census and state records if they were heads of household. It is also during this time period, Dr. Berlin explains, that slaves stopped identifying themselves as descending from individual tribes or regions in Africa and instead refer to themselves as coming from the continent of Africa. One should not expect to be able to find persons from this generation unless they survived the period and show up as aged senior citizens at the conclusion of the Civil War. The next generation, the Migration Generation, who lived between 1810 and 1861 are defined as those who went through the “second middle passage” within the United States. The second middle passage is when the enslaved moved deeper into the South as states like Alabama, Mississippi and Georgia gained statehood. Family separation, Dr. Berlin explains, is more rampant in this period than in other periods because the South and it’s plantation system became responsible for the majority of the Nation’s GDP during these years. This generation also marks a time when, at least on paper, the international slave trade ceased (in 1808) and all enslaved persons in the United States were born or should have been born in the United States. Of course, evidence points to the international slave trade still operating despite the mandate to end it. These enslaved persons, and the next category of the enslaved, the Freedom Generation (who existed during and post the Civil War, becoming sharecroppers, going through reconstruction) is who researchers can more than likely find named in genealogy records if the criteria is to identify an enslaved ancestor by name.



Gen Z 1997 – 2012 10 – 25 3rd Great Grand-6th Great 
Grand

Millennials 1981 – 1996 26 – 41 2nd Great Grand-5th Great 
Grand

Gen X 1965 – 1980 42 – 57 Great Grand-4th Great 
Grand

Boomers II* 1955 – 1964 58 – 67 Grand-3rd Great Grand

Boomers I* 1946 – 1954 68 – 76 Grand-3rd Great Grand

Post War 1928 – 1945 77 – 94  Parent-2nd Great Grand

WW II 1922 – 1927 95 – 100  Parent-Great Grand

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slavery is not as far removed from the modern era if looking at the various generations that exist in the country today and their potential proximity to an enslaved ancestor. Depending on your own family dynamics which include, but is not limited to the age at which women gave birth, you may be closer to an enslaved ancestor than you realize. Those persons born between 1922-1927 are the closest generation to enslaved ancestors, potentially removed by just one generation. According to datacommons.org, the median age of African Americans living in California is 36.3 years old. The Pew Center reports as of 2019 that the largest segment of the African American population belongs to Gen Z with 20% of the population belonging to this generation. The average African American Californian would need only go back 2-5 generations to find an enslaved ancestor. In my own personal family history, I am a member of Gen X, my maternal great grandfather was born in 1860. Making me three generations removed from slavery.



Proving 
eligibility one of 
three ways

IDENTIFYING AN ENSLAVED ANCESTOR BY NAME

(An African American ancestor born in the South prior to 1865)

IDENTIFYING AN ANCESTOR LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES 
PRIOR TO 1900

(African American  ancestor can live anywhere in the United States 
prior to this date)

IDENTIFYING AN ANCESTOR/FAMILY MEMBER LIVING IN THE 
SOUTH PRIOR TO THE GREAT MIGRATION OF 1940

(An African American ancestor living in the South prior to 1940)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first way someone can prove they descend from American chattel slavery is by going through genealogy records and locating by name an enslaved ancestor. This is achieved by identifying an ancestor born in the South during the slavery era (1619-1865). The second way is to identify any ancestor living in the United States before 1900 (this year predates Caribbean immigration to the United States (Caribeans and Africans only comprise 1% of the African American population between 1899-1930) and lastly, identifying an ancestor or family member who was born in the South prior to 1940. The latter two options take into consideration the low number of voluntary immigration to the United States, and the likelihood of voluntary African immigrants living in the South prior to 1940.
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