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Ghanaian artist, Kwame Akoto-Bamfo commemorates the transatlantic 
slave trade

The transatlantic slave trade was the largest forced 
oceanic migration in human history



The Upper and Lower Decks of the Slave Ship Brooks, Liverpool



Dr. Thomas Trotter 
(1760-1832



Speculum Oris: to force feed slaves



While whipping enslaved people who refused to eat, they 
smiled and said, “Presently we shall be no more.”  Testimony 

of Dr. Isaac Wilson

Artist Tom Feelings 



Lulu Wilson, former enslaved woman and nurse



From the 
Charleston 
Mercury

“Wanted: FIFTY NEGROES.  
Any person having sick 
negroes, considered 
incurable by their 
respective physicians and 
wishing to dispose of 
them, Dr. Stillman will pay 
cash for negroes…The 
highest cash price will be 
paid as above.”





Dr. J. Marion Sims and the “Mothers of Gynecology”



The Vaginal Speculum 

Used today during 
gynecological exams  



By utilizing the bodies of Black women doctors advanced their 
understanding of:

• The surgical cure for vesico-vaginal fistula 
How to remove burst ovaries
Deliver stillborn children
Stop intra-uterine bleeding
Fix fused labias
Repair obstetrical fistulae
Remove ovarian tumors
First full uterine removal (Dr. Paul Eve)
Caesarean sections: 30 of 37 experimental Caesarean 
sections were performed on Black women in 1830

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Black Women as the Mothers of Gynecology 



“Human bones found in a well at VCU 
reveal the mixed legacy of race and medical progress”



From the 
Charleston 
Mercury

“No place in the United 
States offers as great 
opportunities for the 
acquisition of anatomical 
knowledge.  Subjects being 
obtained from among the 
coloured population in 
sufficient numbers for every 
purpose and proper 
dissections carried on 
without offending any 
individuals in the 
community!”



Harriet Martineau (1802-1876)
Considered the first woman sociologist

“The bodies of 
coloured people 
exclusively are taken for 
dissection because the 
whites do not like it 
and the coloured
people cannot resist.”



WARNING: 
This slide contains graphic material 

that some viewers might find 
disturbing.





In the hierarchy of the 
human species, Blacks 
exist between the ape 
and the European



Benjamin Rush (1799)

Black skin was caused by 
leprosy and caused 
“morbid insensibility in 
the nerves.”



HEA LT H 

S01me medic,al students s,till think black 
patients, feel l,ess p,ain than whites 
By I KE SW ET LIT ,2 @i koswotlitz / A P RI L 4, 2 o · 6 

APSTOCK 



Haider J. Warraich, The Washington Post, July 11, 2020

Racial disparities seen in how doctors treat pain, 
even among children 



'This is how black people
get killed.' Doctor's 

COVID-19 death beconies
new synibol of racisni 

 

 

Black Doctor Dies of Covid-19 After 
Complaining of Racist Treatment 
"He made me feel like a drug addict," Dr. Susan Moore said, 
accusing a white doctor of downplaying her complaints of pain 
and suggesting she should be discharged. 
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