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Background



How Have We Arrived at This Moment?



Recreating the Lives of the 
Formerly Enslaved

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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https://www.vanndigital.com/video-watch-finding-roots-feat-courtney-b-vance-gloria-reuben-stephen-king/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Who_Do_You_Think_You_Are?_(UK_TV_series)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Useful Collections For Researching Americans of 
African Descent

• The Freedmen's Bureau Records (formally known as the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands)

• U.S., Colored Troops Military Service Records, 1863-1865

• Contains compiled military service records for the United States Colored Troops that volunteered to serve with 
the Union in the American Civil War. 

• U.S., African American Photo Collection, 1850-2000

• Cohabitation Register Records



Cohabitation Register For 
Montgomery County, Virginia

Feb. 1866



Lewis W Holmes
in the Alabama, Texas and 
Virginia, U.S., Confederate 
Pensions, 1884-1958



A Closer Look at 
William B. Johnson 

In The 
1870 U.S. Census



1870 U.S. Census For 
Montgomery County, 
Virginia

William B. Johnson is listed 
with his family.  He is  listed 
as 3/12 which means he was 
about 3 months old.



Getting Beyond The 1870 U.S. Census

• In 1850 and 1860, enslaved men, women, and children were not listed on the census 
population schedules, nor were their names typically recorded in birth, marriage, and death 
records or other go-to family history documents. 

• Shift your attention to slave owners 

• Manifests, property records, wills and probate records, manumission and emancipation 
papers, and newspapers all may mention the enslaved



Bryant Oxendine, Runaway



The Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS)
To reach a sound conclusion, we need to meet all five 
components of the GPS.

1. Reasonably exhaustive research.
2. Complete and accurate source citations.
3. Thorough analysis and correlation.
4. Resolution of conflicting evidence.
5. Soundly written conclusion based on the strongest 

evidence.



Thank You! 
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