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Clifford A. Chanler, State Bar No. 135534
Troy C. Bailey, State Bar No. 277424
THE CHANLER GROUP

2560 Ninth Street

Parker Plaza, Suite 214

Berkeley, CA 94710

Telephone: (510) 848-8880

Facsimile: (510) 848-8118

Attorneys for Plaintiff
PETER ENGLANDER

g

'97186§S'

FIL

ALAMEDA COUNTY

DEC 2 0 2013
CLERK OF ‘P

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF ALAMEDA

PETER ENGLANDER,
Plaintiff,

V.

THERMWELL PRODUCTS CO. INC.; and

DOES 1 through 150, inclusive,

Defendants.

ECEIVED

ALAMEDA COUNTY
NOV -1 2013

Case No.: RG 12655783

JUDGMENT PURSUANT
TO TERMS OF PROPOSITION 65
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AS TO
THERMWELL PRODUCTS CO. INC.

< Date:  December 20, 2013

Time: 9:00 a.m.
Dept.: 25
Judge: Hon. Ronni MacLaren

Reservgtion No.: 1453869

JUDGMENT PURSUANT TO TERMS OF PROPOSITION 65 SETTLEMENT AND
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AS TO THERMWELL PRODUCTS CO. INC.




'

10
11
12

13

14
15
16
17
18

19 ||

20
21
| 22
23
24

25

26
27
28

O =B | (@) w

' In the above-entitled action, Plaintiff Peter Englander and Defendé.nt Thermwell
Pfoducts Co. Inc., having agreed through their respéctive counsel that Judgment be entered
pursuant to the terms of the‘i; settlement in the form of a Settlement Agreement, and
following this Court’s issuance of an Order approving this Proposition 65 settlement and
Settlement Agreement:

| IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREEI? that, pursuant to
California Health & Safety Cocie § 25249.7(f)(4) and California Code 6f Civil Procedure
§ 664.6, Jucig’ment is entered in accordance with the terms of the Settlement Agreement
attached hereto as Exhibit 1. By stipulation of the parties, the Court will retain jurisdiction

to enforce the settlement under Code of Civil Procedure § 664.6.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

-

Dated: Dec, L zo|3 JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

Ronni Maciaren

~ JUDGMENT PURSUANT TO TERMS OF PROPOSITION 65 SETTLEMENT AND
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AS TO THERMWELL PRODUCTS CO. INC.
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CLIFFORD A. CHANLER, State Bar No. 135534 )

THE CHANLER.GROQUP
2560 Ninth Street

Parker Plaza, Suite 214
Berkeley; CA 94710-2565

. Telephone: (510) 848-8880

Facsimile: (510) 848-8118

Attorneys for Plaintiff
PETER ENGLANDER

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF ALAMEDA

UNLIMITED CIVIL JURISDICTION

PETER ENGLANDER,
Plaintiff,
V.

THERMWELL PRODUCTS CO. INC., and
DOES 1-150, inclusive,

Defendants.
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Assigned for all purposes to the Honorable
Ronni MacLaren, Judge of the Superior Court

Case No. RG 12655783
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT PURSUANT

TO CALIFORNIA CIVIL' PROCEDURE
§ 664.6 AS TO DEFENDANT THERMWELL

PRODUCTS CO., INC.

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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1. INTRODUCTION
\ .
1.1 Peter Englander and Thermwell Products Co., Inc.

This Settlement Agreement is entered into by and between plaintiff Peter Englander
(“Englander” or “Plaintiff”) and defe;ldant Thermwell Products Co., Inc. (“Thermwell” or
“Defendant”), with Englander and Thermwell collectively referred to as the “Parties.”

1.2 Peter Englander

Englander is an individual residing in the State of California who seeks to promote
awareness of exposure to toxic chemicals and to improve human health by reducing or eliminating
hazardous substances contained in consumer and commercial products.

1.3 ThermWeﬂ Products Co., Inc.

Thermwéll erilploys ten or more persons and is a person in the course of doing business for
purposes of the Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986, Calif<;mia Health &
Safe‘Fy Code § 25249.6, et seq. (‘“Proposition 65”).

14  General Allegations ' . .

Englander allegés that Thermwell has manufactured, imported, distributed and/or sold in the
State of California vinyl/PVC sheeting containing Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate (“DEHP”) without the
requisite health hazard warnings. DEHP is listed pursuant to Proposition 65 as a chemical known to
the State of Califoria to cause birth defects and other reproductive harm.

1.5  Product Description J

The products that are covered by this Settlement Agreement are defined as vinyl/PVC
sheeting including, but not limited to, the Frost King Vinyl Sheeting, 4 mil thick Chrystal Clear
3225/4 (#0 77578 03190 3) manufactured, imported, distributed, sold and/or offered for sale by

Thermwell in the State of Cahfomla hereinafter the “Products.”

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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1.6  Notice of Violation .

On August 31, 2012, Englander served Thermwell and various public enforcement agencies
with a document entitled “60-Day Notice of Violation,” that alleged that Thermwell violated
Proposition 65 by failing to warn consumers the Products exposed users in California to DEHP.

1.7  Complaint _

On November 13, 2012, Englander, acting in the interest of the general public in California,
filed a Compiair;t, in the Superior Court in and for the County of Alameda, naming Thermwell as a
defendant, Englander v. T hermwell Products, Co., et al., Case No. RG 12-655783 and alieging
violations of-Health & Safety Code §§ 25249.6, et seq. based on, inter alia, alleged occupational
and consumer exposures to DEHP in the contained in the Products sold in California without the
clear and re;sonable warning required by Proposition 65 (“Complaint”).

1.8 No Admission: )

Thermwell denies the material, factual and legal allegations contained in Englander’s Notice

and Complaint and maintains that all products that it has sold, manufactured, imported and/or

distributed in California, including the Products, have been and are in compliance with all laws.

Nothing in this Settlement Agreement shall be construed as an admission by Thermwell of any fact,

finding, issue of law or violation of law, nor shall compliance with this Settlement Agreement'

.constitute or be construed as an admission by Thermwell of any fact, finding, conclusion, issue of

law or violation of law. However, this section shall not diminish or otherwise affect Thermwell’s
obligations, responsibilities and duties under this Settlement Agreement.

1.9  Consent to Jurisdiction

For purposes of this Settler'nent Agreement only, the parties stipulate that this Court has
jurisdiction over Thermwell as to the allegations contained in the Complaint, that venue is proper in
the County of Alameaa and that this Court has jurisdiction to enter and enforce the prqvisions of
this Settlement Agreement. |

1.10 Effective Date

For purposes of this Settlement Agreement, the term “Effective Date” shall mean September

15, 2013.

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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‘2. - INJUNCTIVE RELIEF: REFORMULATION AND WARNINGS

2.1 Reformulation Standard

“Reformulated Products” are defined as those Products containing DEHP in concentrations
less than 0.1 percenf (1,000 parts per million) when analyzed pursuant to U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency testing methodologies 3580A and 8270C or other methodology utilized by
federal or state government agencies for the purpose of determining DEHP conter‘lt in a solid
substance. |

2.2. Vendor Netification

To the extent it has not already done so, no later than September 15, 2013, Thermwell shall
provide the Reformulation Standard to its then-current vendors of Products that will be sold or
offered for sale to California consumers, or that Thermwell has reason to believe may be sold or
distributed for sale in California, and shall instruct each vendor to use reasonable efforts to provide
Products that comply with the Reformulation Standard on a nationwide basis.

2.3 Reformulation Commitment )

As of the Effective Date, all Products distributed, sold and/or offered for sale in California
shall qualify as Reformulated Products as defined in Section 2.1 above or shall carry the appropriate
Proposition 65 health hazard warnings as set forth in Section 2.4 below.

24  Product Warnings
As of the Effective Date, any Products that do not dualify ‘as Reformulated Products as

defined in Section 2.1 above, and that Thermwell has reason to believe may be sold or dis-tributed
for sale in California, shall carry a clear and reasonable warning that shall be affixed to the
packaging, labeling, or directly on each Product. Each warning shall be prominently placed with
such conspicuousness as compared with other words, statements, designs, or devices as to render it
likely to be read and understood by an ordinary individual under customary conditions before
purchase. Each waming shall be provided in a manner such that the consumer or user understands
to which specific Product the warning applies, so as to minimize the risk of consumer confusion.
Any clear and reasonable health hazard warning provided pursuant to this Settlement

Agreement shall state: . _ o

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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‘"WARNING: This product contains DEHP, a
phthalate chemical known to the State
of California to cause cancer and birth
defects or other developmental harm.

3. MONETARY PAYMENTS

In settlement of all claims referred to in this Settlement Agreerﬁent, Thermwell shall pay
$15,000 in civil penalties, which sum includes both tlhe initial civil penalty in Section 3.1 belovllv,
and final (contingent) civil penalty in Section 3.2 below. All c1v11 penalties paid shall be
apportioned in accordance with Callfom1a Health and Safety Code § 25249.12(c)(1) and (d) with
75% of the funds remitted to the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
(“OEHHA”), and the-remaining 25% of these monies remitted to “The Chanler Group in Trust for
Englander.” \ '

3.1  Initial Civil Penalty

Thermwell sflall pay an initial civil peﬁalty in the amount of $6,000 on or before the
Effective Date. Thermwell shall issue two separate checks to: (a) “OEHHA” in the amount of
$4,500; aﬁd (b) “The Chanler Group in Trust for Englander” in the amount of §1,500. All penalty
payments shall be delivered to the addresses listed in Section 3.3 below. '

3.2 Final Civil Penalty |

Thiermwell shall pay a final civil penalty of $9,000 on or before December 31, 2014. The
final civil penalty shall be waived in its entirety, however, if, no later than December 15, 2014, an
officer of Thermwell provides Englander with written certification that it, as of December 15, 2014,
Thermwell has taken reasonable best efforts to obtain the manufacture for sale in California of only
Reformulated Products from its manufacturers, but has been unable to obtain any réasonably
commercially feasible Reformulated Products. For purposes of this Section 3.2, whether a
Reformulated Product is “reasonably commercially feasible’L shall be a determination which may
consider the f(')lllox.ving factors: availability and supply of a Reformulated Product; cost of the
Reformulated Product; and performance characteristics of the Reformulated Product. Such
certification must be received by The Chanler Group on or before December 15, 2014. The

certification in lieu of paying the final ¢ivil penalty provided by this section is a material terfn, and

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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time is of the essence. Unless waived, Thermwell shall issue two separate checks for the ﬁnall civil
pénalty payment to: (a) “OEHHA” in the amount of $6,000; and (b) “The Chanler Group in Trust
for Englander” in the amount of $3,000.
33  Reimbursement of Fees and Costs ,

| The Parties acknowledge that Englr;mder and his coﬁnsel offered to resolve this dispufe
without reaching terms on the amount of fees and costs to be reimbursed to theml, thereby leaving
this fee issue to be resolved after the material terms of the agreement had been settled. Englander
then expresséd a desire to resolve the fee and cost issue shortly after the other settlement terms had
been finalized. Th; parties then attempted to (and did) reach an accord on the compensation due to
Englander and his counsel under general coﬁtmct principles and the private attorney general
doctrine codified at California Code of Civil Procedure § 1021.5, for all work performed through
the mutua;l execution of this agreement. Thermwell. shall pay $45,000 for fees and costs incurred as
a result of investigéting, bringing this matter to Thermwell’s attention, and negotiating a settlement
in the public interest. Thermwell shall issue a separate 1099 for fees and costs (EIN': 94-3171522),
shall make the check payable to “The (,\Ihanler Group” and shall deliver payment on or before the
Effective Date. ‘

3.4  Payment Procgdures

3.4.1. Issuance of Payments. Payments shall be delivered as follows:

(a) All payments owed to Englander and The Chanler Group, pursuant to
Sections 3.1, 3.2 (unless waived) and 3.3, shall be delivered to the following
payment address:

- The Chanler Group
Attn: Proposition 65 Controller
2560 Ninth Street

Parker Plaza, Suite 214
Berkeley, CA 94710 .

(b) All payments owed to OEHHA (EIN: 68-0284486), pursuant to Section
3.1, 3.2 (unless waived) shall be delivered directly to OEHHA (Memo

line “Prop 65 Penalties™) at the following addresses:

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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For United States Postal Service Delivery:

Mike Gyurics .

Fiscal Operations Branch Chief.

Office of Environmental Health Hazard:Assessment
P.O. Box 4010 '

Sacramento, CA 95812-4010

For Non-United States Postal Service Delivery:

Mike Gyurics

Fiscal Operations Branch Chief

Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
100! I Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

With a copy of the checks payable to OEHHA mailed to'The Chanler
Group at the address set forth above in 3.4.1(a), as proof of payment to
OEHHA. _

3.3.2 Issuance of 1099 Forms. After each penalty payment, Thermwell shall
issue separate 1099 forms for each payment to Englander, whose address and tax identification
number shall be furnished upon request after this Settlement Agreement has been fully executed by
the _Parties, and OEHHA at the addreéses listed in Section 3.4.1 above.

4. CLAIMS COVERED AND RELEASED

4.1 Englander’s Public Release of Proposition 65.Claims

Englander acting on his own behalf and in the public interest releases Thermwell from all
claims for violations of Proposition 65 up through the Effective Date based on exposure' to DEHP

from the Products as set forth in the Notice. Compliance with the terms of this Settlement

. Agreement constitutes compliance with Proposition 65 with respect to exposures to DEHP from the

Products as set forth in the Notice.

4.2 Englandef’s Individual Release of Claims

Plaintiff also; in his individual capacity only and not in his representative capacity, provides
arelease herein which shall be effective as a full and final accord and satisfaction, as a bar to all

actions, causes of action, obligations, costs, expenses, attorneys’ fees, damages, losses, claims,

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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liabilities and demands of plaintiff of any nature, character or kind, whether known or unknown,
suspect or unsuspected, limited to and arising out of alleged or actual exposures to DEHP in the
Products manufactured, distributed or sold by Thermwell.

Englander acknowledges that he is familiar with Section 1542 of ihe California Civil Code,

which prqvides as follows:

A GENERAL RELEASE DOES NOT EXTEND TO CLAIMS WHICH THE
CREDITOR DOES NOT KNOW OR SUSPECT TO EXIST IN HIS OR HER
FAVOR AT THE TIME OF EXECUTING THE RELEASE, WHICH IF KNOWN
BY HIM OR HER MUST HAVE MATERIALLY AFFECTED HIS OR HER
SETTLEMENT WITH THE DEBTOR.

Englander, in his individual capacity only and rot in his representative capacity, expressly
waives and relinquishes any and all rights and benefits which he may have under, or which may be
conferred on him by the provisions of Section 1542 of the California Civil Code as well as under
any other state or federal statute or common law principle of similar effect, to the fullest extent that
he; may lawfully waive such rights or benefits pertaining to the reléased matters. In furtherance of
such intention, the release hereby given shall be and remain in effect as a full and complete release

notwithstanding the discovery or existence of any such additional or different claims or facts arising

" out of the released matters.

This release is expressly limited to those claims that arise under Proposition 65, as such
claims relate to Defendant’s alleged failure to warn about exposures to or identiﬁcation of the
DEHP contained in the Products, as such claims are identified in the Proposition 65 60-Day Notice
to Defendant and to the extent that any alieged violations occur prior to the Effective Date. This

Release does not r)elease any person, party or entity from any liability for any violation of

~P'roposition 65 regarding the Products that occur after the Effective Date.

The parties further understand and agree that this release shall not extend upstream to any
entities, other than Thermwell, that manufactured the Products or any component parts thereof, or

any distributors or suppliers who sold the Products or any component parts thereof to Thermwell.

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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43  Thermwell’s Release of Englander

Thermwell on behalf of itself, its past and current agents, representatives, atfomeys,
successors and/or assignees, hereby waives any and all claims against Englander, his attorneys and
other representatives, for any and all actioﬁs taken or statements made (or those that could have
been taken or made) by Englander and his attorneys and other representatives, whether in the course
of investigating claims or otherwise seeking to enforce Pr’oposition\65 against it in this mattef with
respect to the Products.

5. COURT APPI}OVAL_

This Settlement Agreement is not effective until it is approved by the Court and shall be null
and void if, for any reason, it is not approved by the Court within one year after it has been fully
executed by all parties.

6. SEVERABILITY

If, subsequent to the execution of this Settlement Agreement, any of the provisions of this
Settlement Agreement are held by a court to be unenforceable, the validity of the enforceable
provisions remaining shall not be adversely affected. J

7. GOVERNING LAW

The terms of this Settlement Agreement shall be governed by the laws of th;a State of,
California and apply within the State of California. In the event that Proposition 65 is repealed,
preempted or is otherwise rendered inapplicable by reason of law generally, or if any of the
provisions of this Settlement Agreement are réndered inapplicable or no longer reql'lire'd as a result
of any such repeal or preeniptio; or rendered inapplicable by reason of law generaliy as to the
Products, then Thermwell shall provide written notice to Englander of any asserted change in the
law, and shall have no further obli'gations pursuant to this Settlement Agreement with respect to,
and to the extent that, the Products are so affected. Nothing in this Settlement Agreement shall be
interpreted to relieve Thermwell ﬁom any obligation to comply with any pertinent state or federal

toxics control law:

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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8. NOTICES

Unless specified herein, all correspondence and notices required to be provided bursuant to
this Settlementl Agreement shall be in writing and persoﬁally delivered or sent by: (i) first-class,
(registered or certified mail) return receipt requested; or (i) overnight courier on any party by the

other party at the following addresses:

To Thermwell: & To Peter Englander:
Robert R. Cross, Esq. - :
Fitzgerald, Abbort & Sighosiich 68 Caondaox
S Lk 2560 Ninth Street

1221 Broadway
Twenty-First Floor
Oakland, California 94612

Parker Plaza, Suite 214
Berkeley, CA 94710-2565

Any Rany, from time to time, may specify in writing to the other Party a change of address
to which all notices and other communications shall be sent.
9. COUNTERPARTS; FACSIMILE AND PDF SIGNATURES

This Settlement Agreement may be executed in counterparts and by f}acsimile or pdf ;
signature, each of which shall be deemed an oﬁginal, and all of \yhich, when taken together, shall

constitute one and the same document. A facsimile or pdf signature shall be as valid as the original.

10. COMPLIANCE WITH HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 25249.7(f)

Englander and his attorneys agree to comply with the reporting form requirements
referenced in California Health & Safety Code § 25249.7(f).
11. ENFORCEMENT OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

1

After the Effective Date, any Party may, after meeting and conferring, by motion,

application for an order to show cause, or any other available remedy at law before this Court,
enforce the terms and conditions contained in this Settlement Agreement. In the event that Plaintiff
discovers a Product sold in California, that does not comply with the injunctive requirements of
Section 2.1 and 2.4 above, he shall send a written notice of violation (“NOV”’) to Thermwell, prior
to filing any enforcement action including, but not limited to, an action for breach of contract. The
NOV shall contain: (a) a copy of the sale receipt showing the date and location form whieh the

Product was purchased, and the identification of the Product, including the SKU and/or other

[PROPOSED] SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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identification number(s); (b) evidence that the Product was not accompanied by any clear and
reasonable warning as required by Section 2.4 above; and (c) all test data obtained by Englander
regarding the Product and supporting documentation sufficient for validation of the test results,
including any laboratory reports, quality assurance reports and quality control reports associated
with the testing of the Products demonstrating that the Product contains more than 1,000 ppm
DEHP. Thermwell can address the NOV by providing Englander with information, including a
certification, evidencing that Thermwell instructed the retailer or distributor of the violative Product
that it was not to be distributed or sold in California. ’ o

12. ADDITIONAL POST EXECUTION ACTIVITIES

Englander and Thermwell agree to mutually employ their best efforts to support the entry of
this agreement as a Settlement Agreement and obtain approval of the Settlement Agreement by the .
Court in a timely manner. The parties acknowledge that, pursuant to California Health & Safety
Code § 25249.7, a noticed motion is required to obtain judicial approval of this _Settlenient
Agreement, which Englander shall draft and ﬁle: and Thermwell shall join. If any third party
objectionl to the noticed motion is filed, Englander and Thelrmwell shall work together to file a joint
reply and appear at any hearing before the Court. This provision is a material component of the
Settlement Agreement and shall be treated as such in the event of a breach.

13. MODIFICATION !

This Settlement Agreement may be Imodiﬁed only: (1) by written agreement of the parties
and upon entry of a modified Settlement Agreement by the Court thereon; or (2) upon a successful

motion of any party and entry of a modified Settlement Agreement by the Court.

10
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14.  AUTHORIZATION

The undersigned are authorized to execute this Settlement Agreement on behalf of their

. Tespective parties and have read, understood and agree to all of the terms and conditions of this

Settlement Agreement.
AGRE.ED- TO: . - AGREED TO:
Date: _October 17, 20'1 ; Date:
/ |
B IZ% B Thermwell Products, Inc.

11
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14.

AUTHORIZATION

The undersigned are authorized to execute this Settlement Agreement on behalf of their

respective parties and have read, understood and agree to all of the terms and conditions of this

Settlement Agreement.

N

' AGREED TO: AGREED TO:

Date:

By:

Date: 7 ’/fAﬂJ

Peter Englander Thermwell Products, Inc.
Mvclaf dﬁ,‘,‘*mv X J A
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