












probably pass into a source of drinking water source, and that the discharge complies 
with all other applicable laws, regulations, permits, requirements, or orders.  A 
“significant amount” means any detectable amount, except an amount that would meet 
the “no significant risk” or “no observable effect” test  level for chemicals that cause 
cancer or that is 1,000 times below the “no observable effect” level for chemicals that 
cause reproductive toxicity, if an individual were exposed to that amount in drinking 
water.  
 
HOW IS PROPOSITION 65 ENFORCED?  
 
Enforcement is carried out through civil lawsuits.  These lawsuits may be brought by the 
Attorney General, any district attorney, or certain city attorneys (those in cities with a 
population exceeding 750,000).  Lawsuits may also be brought by private parties acting 
in the public interest, but only after providing notice of the alleged violation to the 
Attorney General, the appropriate district attorney and city attorney, and the business 
accused of the violation.  The notice must provide adequate information to allow the 
recipient to assess the nature of the alleged violation.  The notice must comply with the 
information and procedural requirements specified in Section 25903 of the regulations 
and in Title 11, sections 3100-3103. (Title 22, California Code of Regulations, Section 
12903).  A private party may not pursue an independent enforcement action directly 
under Proposition 65 if one of the governmental officials noted above initiates an action 
within sixty days of the notice.  
 
A business found to be in violation of Proposition 65 is subject to civil penalties of up to 
$2,500 per day for each violation.  In addition, the business may be ordered by a court 
to stop committing the violation.  
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE LAW OR REGULATIONS...  
 
Contact the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment’s Proposition 65 
Implementation Office at (916) 445-6900 or via e-mail at 
P65Public.Comments@oehha.ca.gov.   
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