SIXTY-DAY NOTICE CF INTENT TO SUE FOR VIOLATION OF THE SAFE DRINKING WATER
AND TOXIC ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 1986
(Cal. Health & Safety Code § 25249.5, et seq.) (“Proposition 65™)

June 20, 2013
David Green, CEO David Green, CEO Jack Yang, CEO
Curreni President/CEO Current President/CEO Or Current President/CEO
Hobby Lﬂbbgl' Stores, Inc. Hoh-Lob Limited Partnership Golden State Silk Flowers,
F707 SW 447 St. 7707 SW 44™ 81, Ine.
Oklahoma City, OK 73179 Oklahoma City, OK 73179 7113 South Blvd.

Charlotte, NC 28273

Jack Yang, CEO Jack Yang, CEQ

Cr Current President/CED Or Currend President/CEOQ
Golden State Silk Flowers, Golden State Silk Flowers, Inc.

Ine. 175 Berrier Ave.
175 Wheiesale Aly Lexington, NC 27295
Lexington, NC 27295

AND THE PUBLIC PROSECUTORS LISTED ON THE DISTRIBUTION LIST ACCOMPANYING THE
ATTACHED CERITIFICATE OF SERVICE

Re:  Viclations of Proposition 65 conceming Crimping Tools containing DEHP

To whom this may concern:

Consumer Advocacy Group, Ine, (“CAG™), lhe noticing entily, located at 9903 Santa Monica Bonlevard
#225, Beverly Hills, California 80212, serves this Notice of Violation (“Notice™) on Hobby Lobby Stores,
Ine¢., Hob-Lob Limited Partnership, and Golden State Silk Flowers, [ne. {collectively “Violators™)
pursuant to and in compliance with Proposition 65. Violators may contact CAG concerning this Notice
through its designated person within the entity; its attorney, Reuben Yeroushalmi 9100 Wilshire Boulevard,
Suite 610E, Beverly Hills, CA 90212, welephone no. (310) 623-1926, facsimite no. (310) 623-1930, This
Nolice satisfies a prerequisite for CAG to commence an action against Violators in any Superior Court of
California Lo enforee Proposition 63, The vielations addressed by this Notice occurred at numerous
locations in each county in California as reflecied m the disiricl atiorney addresses listed in the attached
distribution bist. CACG i3 serving this Notice upon ach person or entity responsible for the alleged
violations, the California Attorney General, the district attorney for each connty where alleged violations
oceurred, and the City Attorncy for cach city with a population (according Lo the most recent decennial
census) of over 730,000 located within counties where the alleged violations occurred.

» CAG is an orpanization dedicated lo protecting the environment, improving human health, and
supporting environmenially sound practices. By sending this Netice, CAG is acting “in the public
inierest™ pursuant to Proposition 65.

o This Noiice concerns violations of the warning prong of Proposition 65, which staies that “fn]o person
in the ecourse of doing business shall knowingly and intentionally expose any individual io a chemical



known to the state io cause cancer or reproductive toxicity without firs! giving clear and reasonzble
warning to such individual . . . Cal. Health & Safety Code § 25249.6.

+ Crimping Tools (“Tools”} contain Diethyl Hexyl Phthalate (DEHP), which is known to the State of
California Lo cause both cancer and reproduciive toxicity, developmental, female, mate. On Januvary 1,
1988, the Governor of California added DEIHP to the list of chemicals known to the State to cause
cancer, and on Qctober 24, 2003, the Governor added DEHP to the list of chemicals known to the Siate
to cause developmental male reproductive toxicity. Both additions iook place more than twenty (20)
months before CAG served this Notice.

o An exemplar of the violations caused by Tools includes bui is not limited to:
+ Handy Pick, The Hand Held Pick Machine No. M71, Pick Refill No. M71-200,
Madec in China, USA Patent No: D392166, “Create beautiful arrangements with
fresh, silk, or dried flowers”, “Includes 204 frec 2-1/8 in. Plated stecl picks”,
barcode: 6 43641 71718 2

* This Notice addresses consumer products exposures, A “‘[¢clonsumer produets exposure’ is an exposure
which resulls from a person’s acquisition, purchase, storage. consumption, or other reasonably
foreseeable use of a consumer good, or any exposure that results from receiving a consumer service,”
Cal. Code Regs. 27 tit. § 25602(b),

Violators caused consumer product exposures in violation of Proposition 63 by producing or making
available for distribution or sale in California to consumers Tools. The packaging for Toels (meaning any
label or other wrilten, printed or graphic matter affixed (o or accompanying the product or its container or
wrapper) conlains no Proposition 63-compliant warning. Nor did Violators, with regard to Toels, provide a
system of signs, public advertising identifying the system and toll-free information services, or any other
system, which provided clear and reasonable wamings. Nor did Vioiators, with regard to Tools, provide
identification of the product at retail outlets in a manner that provided a warning through shelf labeling,
signs, menus, or a combination thereof.

These violations ¢ccurred each day between June 20, 2010, and June 20, 2013, and are ever continuing
thercafier,

The principal routes of exposure with regard to Tools are and were through dermal eontact, ingestion, and
inhalation. Pcrsons sustain exposures by handling Tools wilthout wearing gloves or any other personal
protective equipment, or by touching bare skin or mucous membranes with gloves after handling Tools, as
well as through direct and indirect hand to mouth contact, hand to mucous membrane, or breathing in
particulate matter dispersed from Tools.

Proposition 65 requires that notice of intent to sue he given to the violator(s) sixty (60} days before
the suitis filed. Cal Health & Safety Code § 25249.7(dX1). With this letter, CAG gives notice of the
alieged violations fo Violator and the appropriate governmenial authorities. 1n absence of any action by the
appropriate governmental anthorities within sixty (60) calendar days of the scnding of this notice (plus ten
{10) calendar days because the place of address is beyond the State of Califormia but within the Uniled
States), CAG may file suit, See Cal. Code Civ. Proc, § 1013; Cal. Health & Safety Code § 25249.7(dX1);
and Caf. Code Regs. tit. 27 § 25903(d)(1}. CAG remains.open and willing to discussing the possibility of
resolving ifs grievances short of formal litigation.



With the copy of this notice submitled to the Vielator, a copy of the following is altached: The Safe
Drinking Water and Toxic Enlorcement Act of 1986 (Proposition 65). A Summary.

Dated: _ "}, 20 /1% : ) )
fFhr i&gben Yerou%i
Yeroushalnmi TROCIates
Attorneys lor Consumer Advocaey (roup,
Inc.

L



Appendix A

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
HAZARD ASSESSMENT
CALIFORNTA ENVIRONMINTAL FROTECTION AGENCY

THE SAFE DRINKING WATER AND TOXIC
ENFORCEMINT ACTION 1986
(FROPOSITION 65): A SUMMARY

The following summary has been prepared by the Olfice
ol Environmental Health Hazard Asscssment, the lead
asency for the implementation of the Safe Drinking Waler
and L'oxic Enforcement Act of 1986 (commonly known a5
“Proposilion 637). A copy of s summary must be
included as an allachment to any notice of violation served
upon an alieged violator of the Acl. The summary
provides basic information about the provisions of the faw,
and is inlended to serve only as a convenicnl source of
general fonmation. It is nol ivtendsd to  provide
anthoritative guidance on the meaning or application of the
law. The reader iz directed fo the stalute and its
implementing regulations {ze¢ cilations below) for turllher
information.

Proposilion 63 appears in Calilornia law 25 Heallk ind
Safety Code Sections 2524935 through 25249 (3,
Regulations that provide more specilic muidance on
complianee, and that specify procedures to be tollowed by
the Slate i carrying oul certain aspects of the lmw, are
found in Title 27 of the Califumia Code of Rewlbations.
Sections 25000 through 27060,

WHAT DOES PROPOSITION 65 REQUIRE?

The “Governor’s Lism” Propusition 63 requires the
Govemnor to publish a list of chemicals that are known 1o
the State of California te cause cancer, or binih defacts or
other reproductive harm. This list must be updated at [east
ance a year, Over 733 chemicals have boen listed as of
November 16, 2001, Only those chemicals thai are on the
list are regulated under this law, Businesses that produce,
nse, release, or othorwise engage in activides involving
thase chericals must comply with the following:

Clear and Reasonable Warnings. A business is requircd
b wim a person before “knowingly and intendionally™
exposing that person 1o a listed chemical. The warning
given nust be "cloar and reasonabtic.”  This means (hal
the warmning must:([} clearly make known that the chemical
mvolved is known W cause cancer, or birth defoets or other
reproductive hamm; and (2} be given in such a way frat it
will effectively reach the person betore he or she is

expased. Exposures are cxempt from  the  warning
reqguirement i they oceur less than twelve months after the
datc of lisiing of the chemical,

Frohibitivn from dischurges imv drinking water, A
husiness musl not knowingly discharge or release & lisled
chemical into waler or onto land where it passes of
probably will pass inlo a source of drinking watcr,
Discharges are exempt from this requirement il they oceur
tess fhan twenty months after the date of listing of the
chemical.

DOES  PROPOSTTION 63 PROVIDE  ANY
EXEMPTIONS?

Y5 The law exempis:

Governmentol agencies and public weter wiliies, All
ageneies of the federal, State or local govermnent, as well
as entities operaling public watce syslems, are exempi.

Businesses with nine or fewer employees,  Neither the
warning requirement nor the discharge prohibition applies
0 4 business that cmplovs a total of nmine or fewer
emplovees,

Exposures that pose no significamt visk of cancer. Tor
chemicals thal are listed as known w the State 10 cause
cancer (“carcinogens”), a waming is not required i the
business can demonsmate that the exposure occurs at a
level that poscs “ne significant risk.”  This rcans that
the exposure is calculated to resiit It ot more than
one xcess case of cancer m 106,000 ndividuals
exposcd over a Tleycar lifetime. The Proposition 65
regulations idenlily specific “no significant risk™ levels for
rmorg thin 250 listed carcinogens.

Exposwes that will produce no observable reproductive
affect ot LOOK times the level in question. For chemicals
known to the St 10 cause birth defects or other
reproductive harm  (*reproductive toxicants™), a warning
i5 nol required it the business can demonstrate thal the
axpostire will produce o observabie cllect, even at 1,000



times the level in guestion. In other words, the level of
exposire must be below the “go observable elfect level
(NOEL),” divided by a 1,000-t01d safety or nuertinty
{aclor. The “no observable efTect level” is the Lighest dose
level which has not been associated with an observahle
adverse reproductive o developmental offect.

Discharge thet do not result in a “significentt amormt" aof
the listed clemical entering into any source of deivding
weger, The prohibition from discharges into drinking water
does not apply If the discharger is able 10 demonstrale that
a “sigiificant amount™ of the 15t chemical has not, does
not, or will not enter any drinking watter sourcs, md that
the discharge complies with all other applicable laws,
regulations,  permits,  requirements, or  oeders. A
"sigm[icant amourt” means any detectable amount, excopt
an amewnt that would meet the “no stmificant risk”™ or “no
observable effect” test i an individual wers exposed to
such an amount i drinking water.

HOW TS PROPOSITION 65 ENFORCED?

Enforcetnent is carricd out through civil lawsuits. “Fhese
Iawsuits may be brought by the Attomey General, amy
distiicr attorey, or certain cily attorneysithose i cities
with a population exceeding 750,000). Lawsuits rmay also
be brought by privae parties acting in the public inlcrest,
but emly after providing netice of the alleged violation 1o
the Attorney General, the appropriate district amoraey and
city attorney, and the husiness acensed of the violation.
The notice most provide adequate information w allow fic
recipicnil W assess the nature of the alleged violation. A
netice mual comply with the information and procedural
requirements specified in regulations (Tile 27, Califorrga
Code of Regulations, Section 25903). A private party
may net pursue an enforcement action directly under
Proposilion 65 i one of the govemmental officials notod
above nitiatos an action within sixty days of the notice,

A business found to be in violation of Proposition 63 i
subject to civil penattics of up to $2,500 per day for each
violation. In addilion, the business may b ordered by a
court of law to stop commiting the violadon.

FOR FIUIRTHER INFORMATION. ..
Contact the Office of Fovironmental Health Hazard

Assessment’s  Proposition 65 Tnplementation Office al
(916) 445-6900.



Crimping Tools Containing DEHP
CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

Health and Salsiy Code Scction 25249.7(d)

I, Reuben Yeroushalmi. hereby deeclare:

1.

tatd

This Certificate of Merit accompanics the attached sixty-day notice(s) in which it
15 alleged the pariy(s) identificd in the notice(s} has violated Health and Safety
Code scction 25249.6 by failing o provide clear and reasonable warnings.

I 'am the attorney for the noticing party.

I have consulled with at least one person wilh relevant and appropriate
cxperience or cxperiise who has reviewed facts, studies, ot other data regarding
the exposure 1o the listed chemical that is the subject of the action,

Based on the information obtained through those consullations, and on all other
mlormartion in my possession, | believe there is a reasonable and metiiorious
case for the private action. I undersiand that “reasonable and meriiorious casc
for the private action™ means that the informatjon provides a credible basis that
all clements of the plaintilts’ case can be established and the information did not
prove that the alleged violator will be able to cstablish any of the aNinmative
detenses sct forth in the statwie,

The copy of this Certificate of Mcrit served on the Atlorney General altaches to
it factual information sulticient to cstablish the basis o this certificate,
including the information identified in [Tealth and Safety Code seclion

25249 7(h)(2}, 1e., (1) the identity of the persons consulted with and relied on by

the certifier, and {2} the facts, studics, ﬂjﬂtj;:,r_da-ta.nn\fiewed by those persons.

:Damd W}}_ ( <

By:  Rc oushalme, \



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I am over the age of 18 and not a party lo this case. I am a resident of or employed in the county where the
mailing occurred. My business address is 9100 Wilshire Bonlevard, Suite 610F, Beverly Hills, CA 90212,

ON TIIE DATE SHOWN BELOW, I SERVED THE FOLLOWING:

1) 60-Day Notice of Intent to Sue Under Health & Safety Code Section 25249.6

2) Certificate of Merit: Health and Safety Code Section 25249.7(d)

3} Certificate of Merit (Attorney General Copy): Facmal information sufficient to establish the basis of
the certificate of merit {only sent to Attorney General)

4) The Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986 (Proposition 65): A Summary

by enclosing copies of the same i a sealed envelope, along with an unsigned copy of this declaration,
addressed to cach person shown below and depositing the envelope in the U.S. mail with the posiage fully
prepaid, Place of Mailing: Beverly Hills, CA

Name and address of each party to whom documents were mailed:

David Grecn, CEC David Green, CEQ Jack Yang, CEO
Current President/CEQ Current President/CEQ Or Current President/CEO
Habby Lnbhg Slowes, Inc. Hob-Lob Limited Partnership  Golden State Silk
7707 SW 44" St. 7707 SW 44™ St Flowers, Inc.
Oklahoma City, OK 73174 Okilahoma City, OK 73179 7115 South Blvd,
Charlotie, NC 28273

Jack Yanp, CEC Jack Yang, CEQ
Or Current 'resident/CEOQ Or Current President/CEO
(rolden State Silk Flowers, Inc.  Golden State Silk Flowers,
175 Whoiesale Aly Inc.
Lexington, NC 27295 175 Berrier Ave,

Lexington, NC 27295

Name and address of cach public prosecutor to whom documents were mailed:

See Distribution List

T declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and
corTect. ..

Date of Mailing: 06— 20_2 ¢ |2

/—l}fa Gingovon
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