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60-DAY NOTICE OF VIOLATION 
SENT IN COMPLIANCE WITH 

Cal. Health & Safety Code § 25249.5, et seq. 
(“Proposition 65”) 

 

 

DATE:            February 25, 2020 
 

TO:  HARLEY KIYOSHI INABA, CEO – NORTH AMERICAN FOOD DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, INC. 
  JOAN MASAYE HISAMOTO, Director – NORTH AMERICAN FOOD DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, INC. 

ROBERT TATE, Registered Agent – NORTH AMERICAN FOOD DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, INC. 
  REIKO INABA, President – NORTH AMERICAN TRADING COMPANY, INC.  

KENNETCH CHIHARU INABA, CEO – NORTH AMERICAN TRADING COMPANY, INC. 
SANDRA INABA, Directors – NORTH AMERICAN TRADING COMPANY, INC. 
BOB TATE, Registered Agent – NORTH AMERICAN TRADING COMPANY, INC. 
SABUROMARU TSUJINO, President – JINON CORPORATION dba NIJIYA MARKET 
ALFRED STEPHEN BLANCKENSEE, CEO & Secretary – JINON CORPORATION dba NIJIYA MARKET 
ITSUWA JANICE ITOH, Registered Agent – JINON CORPORATION dba NIJIYA MARKE 
California Attorney General’s Office 
District Attorney’s Office for All California Counties; and 
City Attorneys for San Francisco, San Diego, San Jose, Sacramento and Los Angeles 

 
FROM:           Public Health and Safety Advocates, LLC 

 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

 

Public Health and Safety Advocates, LLC (“PHSA”) is the noticing entity, acting in the interest of the 
general public.  It seeks to reduce or eliminate the presence of hazardous substances in consumer products sold in 
California, and to ensure that California consumers are aware of the presence of such substances in consumer goods so 
that they can make an educated effort to limit their own exposure where deemed necessary. 

 
This Notice is provided to the public agencies listed above pursuant to California Health & Safety Code § 25249.6, 

et seq.) (“Proposition 65”).  As noted above, notice is also being provided to the violators: NORTH AMERICAN FOOD 
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, INC., NORTH AMERICAN TRADING COMPANY, INC., JINON CORPORATION 
dba NIJIYA MARKET (the “Violators”).  The violations covered by this Notice consists of a summary of Proposition 65, 
Statement of Violation, Number and Duration of Violation, Product Category/Type, Listed Chemical(s), Preservation of 
Evidence, Product Exposure, Routes of Exposure and type of harm resulting from exposure to the chemicals (“Listed 
Chemicals”) as follows: 

 
Product Exposure: See Section VI. and VII. Exhibit A 
Listed Chemical: Lead, Cadmium and Arsenic  
Routes of Exposure: Ingestion and Dermal Absorption 
Type of Harm: Cancer, Birth Defect and other Reproductive Harm 

 
 

II. PROPOSITION 65 INFORMATION – SUMMARY 
 

 

A summary of Proposition 65 and its implementation regulations, prepared by the Office of Environmental Health 
Hazard Assessment, the lead agency designated under Proposition 65, is enclosed with the copy of the Notice served on 
the Notice Recipients. For more information concerning the provisions of Proposition 65, please feel free to contact the 
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment’s (“OEHHA”) Proposition 65 Implementation Office at (916) 445-
6900. 
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VII. EXHIBIT A – LISTED CHEMICAL 
 

Product Category / Type 
 

Picture 
 

Toxicant(s) 
 

 
 

 

Dried Food  
 

 

 
 
 

Lead, Cadmium and Arsenic 

 
 

VIII. RESOLUTION OF NOTICED CLAIMS 
 

 

Consistent with goals of Proposition 65 and a desire to have these violations corrected, PHSA is interested in 
seeking a resolution of this matter that includes a binding written agreement by the Violators to: (1) recall any products 
already sold, or undertake best efforts to ensure that the requisite health hazard warnings are provide to those who have 
received such products; (2) reformulate the Covered Product so as to eliminate further exposures to the Covered 
Chemical(s), or provide appropriate warnings on the labels of these products; and (3) pay an appropriate civil penalty.  
Such a resolution will prevent further unwarned consumer exposure to the Covered chemical(s), as well as expensive 
and time-consuming litigation.  It should be noted that counsel cannot (1) finalize any settlement until after the 60-day 
notice period has expired; or (2) speak for the California Attorney General or any District or City Attorney who has 
received this notice. Therefore, while reaching an agreement with PHSA will resolve its claims; such an agreement may 
not satisfy the public prosecutors. 

 
Proposition 65 requires that notice of intent to sue be given to the violators(s) sixty (60) days before the suit is 

filed. Cal. Health & Safety Code § 25249.7(d)(1).  With this letter, PHSA gives notice of the alleged violations to 
Violator and the appropriate governmental authorities.  In absence of any action by the appropriate governmental 
authorities within sixty (60) calendar days of the sending of this notice PHSA may file suit.  See Cal. Code Civ. Proc. 
§ 1013; Cal. Health & Safety Code § 25249.7(d)(1); and Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 27 § 25903(d)(1). Per Cal. Code Regs. 
Tit. 27, § 25600.2(g) (2018) the retail seller noticed on this 60 Day Notice is hereby requested to promptly provide the 
names and contact information for the manufacture(s), producer(s), packager(s), importer(s), supplier(s), and/or 
distributor(s) of the Listed Products in this Notice. 

 
Public Health and Safety Advocates, LLC remains open and willing to discuss the possibilities of resolving its 

grievance short of formal litigation. 
 

 

IX. PRESERVATION OF EVIDENCE 
 

 

This Notice also serves as a demand that the Notice Recipients preserve and maintain all relevant evidence, 
including all electronic document and data, pending resolution of this matter. Such relevant evidence incudes but is not 
limited to all documents relating to the presence of the Listed Chemicals in the Covered Product; purchase and sales 
information for Covered Products (i.e., list of purchasers and quantity sold; list of manufacture(s), producer(s), 
packager(s), importer(s), supplier(s), and/or distributor(s) and quantity in each transaction, as well as current inventory 
of the Covered Product in stock); efforts to comply with Proposition 65 with respect to the Covered Products; 
communications with any person relating to the presence or potential presence of the Listed Chemical in Covered 
Products; and representative exemplars of each specific model falling within the Covered Products.  This demand 
applies to all relevant evidence for Covered Products sold in the State of California, as far back as February 20, 2018 
through the date of any trial of the claims alleged in this Notice. 

Exemplar Product Retailer(s) Manufacturer(s) Distributor(s) 

OKABE AJITSUKE SAKUSAKUWAKAME 
DRIED SEAWEED (SAKUSAKU WAKAME) 

SKU: 09189 
No. OB093373 

UPC: 4971455093373 

 
 
 

NIJIYA MARKE 

 
 

NORTH AMERICAN FOOD DISTRIBUTING 
COMPANY, INC. 

NORTH AMERICAN TRADING COMPANY, INC. 






















